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1.  REPRESENTING  MICROSCOPE  OPEN  READY  FOR  USE. 


Heath’s  Patent  Adjustable  Microscope. 

Designed  for  the  use  of  Bankers,  Botanist*,  Mineralogists,  Geologists,  Physicians,  Jewelers, 

Miners,  Mechanics  and  others. 


No.  1.  Magnifying  Thirty  Times.  Folds 
and  is  contained  in  a neat  box  4x2x1} 
inches,  . . . Price  $2.00 

This  Microscope  has  two  double  convex 
lenses,  1}  inches  in  diameter,  embracing  a 
very  large  field  of  vision.  The  frames  are 
handsomely  nickel  plated  and  embossed, 
having  our  patent  adjustment  of  focus  which 
admits  of  use  at  any  angle. 

No.  2.  The  same  as  No.  1 except  the 
frames,  which  are  beautifully  engraved,  and 
plated  in  nickel  and  gold;  very  ornamental, 
Price  $2.50 

These  instruments  are  substantially  built, 
neat  in  design,  anti  easy  of  comprehension; 
they  can  always  be  at  hand  and  ready  for 
immediate  use;  their  great  simplicity  pre- 
venting them  being  put  out  of  order  except 
by  extreme  violence. 

They  are  admirably  adapted  for  exam- 
ining Bank  notes,  engravings,  photographs, 
minerals,  or  any  object  where  a high  power 
is  not  required. 

The  focus  is  easily  adjusted  to  any  point 
or  angle,  by  simply  opening  or  closing  the 
frame. 

As  an  aid  in  detecting  counterfeit  money 
these  microscopes  are  peculiarly  adapted; 
the  lenses  being  of  the  correct  power  for  that 
purpose,  and  the  mechanism  of  the  frames  is 
such  as  to  make  them  exceedingly  conven- 
ient to  use. 

THE  PRACTICAL  MICROSCOPE. 

No.  3.  This  Microscope  has  two  double 
convex  lenses,  each  1}  inches  in  diameter, 
giving  a large  field  of  vision,  and  magnify- 
ing 125  times.  Folds  in  a case  4x2x  I } inch, 
Price  $3.00 

'Phis  really  excellent  microscope  is  intend- 
ed to  accommodate  that  large  class  of  people 
who  are  desirous  of  j«>ssessing  an  instrument 
having  a wide  range  of  vision,  easily  man- 


aged, of  good  reliable  power,  and  at  a mod- 
erate price.  This  instrument  we  think  will 
meet  their  requirements. 

The  extreme  size  of  the  lenses  give  a large 
and  well  defined  field  of  vision,  and  the 
frames  being  of  the  same  construction  as 
Nos.  1 and  2 makes  this  microscope  applica- 
ble to  any  class  of  objects. 

It  will  be  found  very  useful  in  the  various 
branches  of  trade,  and  agriculture,  in  deter- 
mining the  quality  and  composition  of  va- 
rious articles,  and  detecting  adulteration. 

The  farmer  will  find  this  microscope  in- 
valuable for  examining  insects,  forms  of 
blight,  etc.,  enabling  him  to  determine  their 
nature,  that  he  may  apply  the  proper  means 
or  their  destruction,  also  for  examining  seeds 
it  will  be  found  a valuable  aid  in  detecting 
the  inferior  qualities  and  impurities.  It  is  i 
also  admirably  adapted  to  the  examination  oi 
minerals,  the  larger  part  of  flowers,  insects 
etc. 

In  the  household  it  will  be  found  n wel-  | 
come  companion,  as  it  affords  a fund  of  in 
struction  and  amusement  not  to  be  obtained 
otherwise, 

In  solving  the  practical  every  day  wants 
of  society  this  microscope  is  unrivaled. 

THE  TRA  VKLKKS’  COM  PANION. 

Best  Pocket  Microscope. 

Is  the  most  useful  little  instrument  for 
collectors  of  Minerals,  Insects,  and  Botanists.  ! 
It  has  two  double  convex  lenses  J indie  > j 
diameter,  affording  great  distinctness  of  •••.<■  . 
ion,  with  a range  of  powers  from  175  to  -iffr 
areas.  Its  extreme  portability  (in  the  ■ 
pocket)  admits  ol  it  being  ready  for  use  stall 
times,  whether  in  the  office,  the  family  cir- 
cle, town  or  country. 

Each  microscope  is  folded  and  contained 
in  a neat  box  only  2 inches  long,  1}  wide 
and  J deep.  (Continued  on  page  3 of  cover. ) 
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THE  brass  pieces  of  money  known  as  the  “Sommer  Islands”  pieces 
were  undoubtedly  the  earliest  coins  ever  struck  for  America.  Their 
date,  and  the  history  of  their  coinage  is  not  known,  although  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  current  about  the  year  1616, 
as  John  Smith,  Governor  of  Virginia,  in  his  history  relates  that  Sir 
George  Somers  was  shipwrecked  upon  the  Bermudas  or  Sommer  Islands  in 
1612,  and  that  four  years  later  Daniel  Tuckar  arrived  as  governor  of  these 
Islands.  Smith  adds  that  they  found  a certain  kind  of  brass  money  in  cir- 
culation, with  a “hogge”  on  one  side.  It  appears  that  the  Islands  were  in- 
fested with  these  brutes.  The  Sommer  Islands  shilling  has  on  one  side 
a hog  in  the  centre,  above  him  XII,  and  both  are  surrounded  with  a beaded 
circle;  exterior  to  and  around  the  latter  the  legend  Sommer  Islands.  On 
the  reverse  side  a ship,  with  canvass  spread  and  a flag  on  each  of  her  mast 
heads.  A beaded  circle  surrounds  the  exterior  of  both  sides.  The  Sommer 
Islands  sixpence  is  of  about  half  the  size  of  the  shilling,  and  an  exact 
counterpart,  only  that  VI  instead  of  XII  surmounts  the  hog.  Only 
three  of  the  shillings  and  one  sixpence  are  known.  The  former  has  been 
imitated. 


The  New  England  shilling,  sixpence  and  threepence,  were  the  first  sil- 
ver coins  made  in  America.  They  were  simple  thin  planchets  of  silver, 
having  N E stamped  into  one  side,  and  XII,  VI,  or  III  stamped  into  the 
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other  side.  The  authority  for  the  coinage  was  given-  in  the  year  1652. 
They  wrere  shortly  after  followed  by  an  emission  of  the  Pine  Tree  money 
of  the  same  denomination;  and  the  Oak  Tree  money,  which  latter  also 


includes  a twopence.  On  the  obverse  side  a Pine  or  Oak  Tree  in  the  centre, 
around  this  a beaded  circle,  and  next  Masathvsets  or  Masathvsets  in.  On 
the  exterior  another  beaded  circle.  On  the  reverse  1652,  XII,  &c.;  again 
the  beaded  circles,  and  between  them  New  England  : An  : Dom.  Although 
they  were  coined  for  thirty  years,  they  all  seem  to  bear  the  same  date,  viz:  1652, 


The  Granby  or  Higley  coppers  are  thought  to  be  the  first  made  in 
America.  They  were  made  by  a John  Iligley,  at  the  town  of  Granby  in 
Connecticut,  from  1737  to  1739  inclusive.  There  are  three  different  va- 
rieties of  this  coin;  their  obverses  are  similar,  a Deer  standing,  below 
him  a hand,  a star  and  III.  Around  him  the  legend  enclosed  in  two  circles 
“Value  me  as  you  Please.”  The  reverse  of  one  variety  has  three  hammers 
crowned;  around  them  in  the  circles  CONNECTICVT,  a star  and  1737. 
The  second  reverse  has  the  three  hammers  crowned  and  the  legend  “I  am 
Good  Copper,”  a hand,  some  dots  fancifully  arranged,  and  1737.  The  third 
variety  has  a broad  ax  and  the  legend  “I  cut  my  way  through.”  A few 
also  have  the  date,  also,  1739.  All  these  varieties  of  the  Granby  copper 
are  quite  rare,  and  when  in  a satisfactory  condition  they  bring  a high 
price.  It  is  alleged  that  the  fineness  of  the  quality  of  the  copper  made 
them  sought  after  as  an  alloy  of  gold,  and  their  use  in  this  way  may  in 
part  account  for  their  present  great  scarcity. 

(7’o  be  continued.) 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  MINT, 
AND  FIRST  COPPER  COINS. 

AS  early  as  the  year  1785,  Congress  took  into  its  consideration  the 
subject  of  the  establishment  of  a Mint,  and  resolved;  “That  the 
money  unit  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be  one  dollar.  That 
the  smallest  coin  be  pf  copper,  of  which  200  shall  pass  for  one  dollar. 
«Th  at  the  several  pieces  sludl  increase  in  a decimal  ratio.” 
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In  the  year  of  1786  farther  action  was  taken;  and  it  was  resolved  to 
coin  Dollars,  Halves,  Double  Dimes,  Dimes,  Cents  and  Half-cents.  A 
little  more  than  two  months  later,  an  ordinance  was  passed  for  the  establish- 
ment of  “the  Mint  of  the  United  States  of  America.”  I have  never 
learned  why  the  double  dime  was  not  issued  aud  the  quarter  dollar  sub- 
stituted in  its  place.  That  the  change  was  a wise  one,  experience  has 
proved,  the  utter  superfluousness  and  annoyance  of  a double  dime  was  shown 
in  the  years  of  1875-’6,  when  such  pieces  were  coined  for  circulation. 

The  Mint  was  located  in  Philadelphia,  and  several  years  passed  before 
it  was  ready  to  commence  its  operations.  In  1792  a small  amount  of  Sil- 
ver was  coined  into  dismes  and  half -dismes.  There  is  a tradition  that  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  Silver,  Washington  caused  some  of  hisown  private  plate  to 
be  made  use  of.  A very  few  of  the  Silver  dismes  are  known  and  are  high- 
ly prized.  A much  larger  number  are  found  in  copper.  The  half  dime  is 
quite  scarce  and  in  fine  condition  brings  several  dollars.  One  of  these 
pieces  in  copper  is  known  to  exist,  it  recently  belonged  to  the  late  Joseph  J. 
Mickley  of  this  city. 

There  are  four  pattern  cents  bearing  the  date  1792,  whether  made  in 
or  designed  to  be  used  by  the  U.  S.  Mint  is  uncertain.  They  are  all  ex- 
tremely rare.  The  largest  which  exceeds  the  half-dollar  in  size,  has  on  the 
obverse  a head  of  Liberty  with  flowing  hair,  which  partly  covers  the  bust  on 
both  sides  and  faces  toward  the  obverse’s  right,  the  date  in  lai’ge  figures,  is 
immediately  beneath  the  bust;  and  the  legend  is  “Liberty  parent  of  Science 
and  Industry*”  On  the  shoulder  of  the  bust  is  the  name  of  Birch.  On  the 
reverse,  in  the  centre,  “One  Cent,”  surrounded  by  a circle;  this  is  surround- 
ed by  a wreath,  and  it  again  by  the  legend,  “United  States  of  America.” 

The  second  in  size  is  a trifle  less  in  diameter  than  the  half  dollar; 
obverse,  a naked  bust  of  Liberty  facing  right,  with  the  hair  confined  by  a 
band  and  knot,  beneath  it  “1792,”  above  it  “Liberty,”  reverse;  an  Eagle, 
his  wings  raised,  standing  on  a section  of  a globe,  facing  right,  legend 
“ United  States  of  America.”  Only  two  of  these  are  now  known,  one  in 
the  Mint  Cabinet. 

The  small  pattern  cents  are  of  about  the  diameter  of  the  present  quarter 
dollar,  the  only  difference  between  them  is  that  one  of  them  has  a plug  of 
silver  in  the  centre  they ; are  both  from  the  same  dies;  obverse,  head  of 
Liberty  with  the  flowing  hair  looking  towards  the  right,  date  1792,  under 
the  bust  legend  “ Liberty  parent  of  Science  and  Industry:”  reverse,  “One 
Cent”  in  a wreath,  and  legend  '“United  States  of  America.”  At  the 
bottom  Hu. 


1 1 rli 

But  it  was  not  until  the  succeeding  year,  1793,  that  the  operations  of 
the  Mint  were  productive  of  much  relief  to  the  community  in  the  matter 
of  a circulating  medium.  Only  the  copper  pieces  were  made  this  year.  Of 
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the  cent  there  were  three  distinct  styles,  and  several  varieties  of  dies  of  both 
obverse  and  reverse. 

1.  The  chain  cents.  These  have  a bust  with  flowing  hair,  looking  right, 
with  the  date  below  and  word  “Liberty”  above  it;  on  the  reverse  side,  in 
the  centre  is  “One  Cent.”  with  “rk”  below  it  enclosed  in  an  endless  chain 
of  15  links,  typifying  the  number  of  States  then  in  the  Union  ; the  legend 
is  “United  States  of  America,”  in  all  excepting  one  die  which  reads 
“United  States  of  Ameri”  the  engraver  evidently  not  having  room  to  com- 
plete the  word.  This  being  cpiite  scarce,  is  highly  prized  bv  some  collectors 
of  cents.  The  edges  have  alternately  a vine  and  several  bare,  in  four  sections. 


2.  The  wreath  cents.  Obverse  a bust  with  disheveled  hair  flowing  free- 
ly, beneath  it,  a spriginmost  cases  of  three  fig  or  olive  leaves.  In  a very  rare 
variety  it  is  of  Shamrock.  The  reverse  has  two  half  wreaths  fastened  by 
a ribbon  at  the  bottom,  the  tw  below  and  legend  as  the  last ; both  sides 
have  a beaded  circle  around  the  edge.  Many  wreath  cents  have  the  vine 
and  bare,  but  one  variety  has  the  words  “one  hundred  for  a dollar”  on  the 
edge. 


3.  Liberty  cap  cents.  These  are  larger  in  diameter,  and  are  all  lettered 
on  the  edge  “one  hundred  fora  dollar.”  The  letters  on  the  obverse  and  re- 
verse are  larger  than  either  of  the  preceeding,  and  the  beaded  circles  on  the 
edges  more  bold  and  striking  than  in  the  last.  On  the  obverse  the  floAving 
hair  bust,  has  a Liberty  cap  on  a pole  extending  across  and  behind  it. 

Of  the  Half  cents  there  Avere  several  dies,  but  only  one  variety;  they 
have  Liberty  caps  like  the  last,  but  the  bust  faces  towards  the  left,  and  the 
hair  is  confined  by  a fillet  from  the  front  and  around  the  head,  the  edge  is 
lettered  “ two  hundred  for  a dollar.” 

{To  be  continued.) 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  DOLLAR. 


THE  first  U.  S.  Dollar  was  issued  from  the  Mint  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  1794.  The  number  of  pieces  was  small,  they  are  con- 
sequently highly  valued,  especially  when  in  fine  condition.  A 
very  high  price  was  paid  for  a very  perfect  specimen  at  the  sale  of 
M.  L.  Mackenzie  in  1869.  The  bust  on  this  and  all  others  of  the  old 
Dollars  looks  toward  the  obverse’s  right.  The  hair  is  flowing,  date  beneath, 
and  “Liberty”  above  the  bust,  which  is  naked.  There  are  seven  Stars 
facing,  and  eight  behind;  on  the  reverse  an  Eagle  stands  with  raised  wings 
upon  a support,  he  is  surrounded  with  two  half  wreaths  joined  below  by  a 
ribbon,  legend  “United  States  of  America,”  the  edge  is  lettered  “Hundred 
cents  one  dollar  or  Unit,”  the  words  being  separated  by  stars  and  sunken 
square  mai'ks. 


The  Dollars  of  1795  are  many  of  them  precisely  like  those  of  1794, 
with  the  change  of  date,  but  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a great 
change  was  made.  The  hair  is  quite  curly  and  the  ends  of  a fillet  tied  be- 
hind are  seen.  The  bust  is  also  draped,  and  only  six  stars  are  found  facing, 
and  seven  behind,  on  the  reverse  side  the  eagle  rests  upon  a cloud. 

No  change  in  the  dollar  excepting  slight  variations  in  the  several  dies 
until  1798.  This  year  we  find  both  fifteen  and  thirteen  stars,  with  the 
eagle  above  described,  called  the  small  eagle,  on  the  reverse.  But  they  are 
scarce  and  both  bring  a good  premium.  The  larger  emission  of  the  year 
and  they  are  very  plentiful — have  what  is  called  the  large  Eagle.  The  bird 
is  displayed;  a bundle  of  arrows  is  clasped  in  his  right  talon,  an  olive  branch 
in  the  left;  the  breast  is  covered  with  a shield,  argent,  six  pales  gules,  a 
chief  azure;  the  beak  holds  a scroll  inscribed  “E  Pluribus  Unum;”  above 
the  head  are  thirteen  stars,  with  an  arched  canopy  of  eight  clouds;  the  le- 
gend “United  States  of  America”  in  large  letters. 

In  1799  one  variety  has  five  instead  of  six  stars  facing,  otherwise  the 
dollars  after  1798,  are  like  the  larger  emission  of  that  year,  with  unimport- 
ant exceptions,  until  1804.  Those  of  the  latter  year  are  very  rare,  prob- 
ably not  over  ten  genuine  original  pieces  being  known.  It  is  alleged  the 
dies  were  not  made  in  1804,  but  many  years  later  to  be  used  in  presenting 
the  pieces  to  a foreign  representative.  They  have  sold  at  auction  at  prices 
varying  from  $250.00  to  $750.00:  Col.  Cohen’s  bringing  the  first  named 
sum,  and  J.  J.  Miekley’s  the  last. 


ft 
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From  1804  to  1835  inclusive,  we  do  not  find  any  U.  S.  Dollars.  In 
1836  a beautifully  designed  piece,  the  work  of  Christian  Gobrecht,  appeared. 
The  Goddess  of  Liberty  for  the  first  time  appears  seated.  She  is  looking 
backward  towards  the  obverser’s  left,  her  left  hand  grasps  a liberty  pole  sur- 
mounted by  a cap,  the  right  rests  on  a shield  similar  to  that  already  de- 
scribed, on  the  dollar  of  1798,  but  more  ornate.  A scroll  with  the  word 
“Liberty”  isssues  from  the  hand,  and  rests  upon  the  shield  ; date  below. 
“C.  Gobrecht  F”  on  the  base  of  the  support.  Reverse,  an  eagle  volant, 
above  and  beneath  him,  twenty-six  stars  typifying  that  number  of  States, 
although  the  Union  then  contained  but  twenty-five.  Legend  “United.  States 


of  America,  One  Dollar.”  One  thousand  dollars  of  1836,  it  is  claimed  were 
struck  in  that  year,  of  the  above  described  pattern.  In  addition  to  these, 
eighteen  others,  differing  in  having  the  name  of  Gobrecht  in  the  field  above 
the  date,  instead  of  upon  the  support,  were  also  coined.  Being  rare,  a single 
dollar  of  the  last  named  has  brought  very  high  prices.  Of  the  other  a fine 
proof  can  be  had  for  from  twelve  to  fifteen  dollars. 

(To  be  continued.) 


TO  OUR  READERS. 


IN  launching  our  craft  out  into  the  journalistic  sea,  we  presume  to  at- 
tract the  attention  of  Numismatic  readers.  We  know  our  task  is  hard 
and  wo  will  have  ii|>-hilJ  work  before  us;  we  do  not  expect  to  avoid 
unjust  criticism,  we  know  we  shall  be  joked  at  and  ridiculed — but 
dear  Numismatic  brethren  do  not  be  jealous,  give  us  a chance  in  our  small 
boat,  and  by  your  aid,  we  are  positive  to  make  our  voyage  and  appear 
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before  .you  once  every  quarter.  We  hope,  with  the  promise  of  assistance  of 
many  of  our  noted  collectors  in  Coins,  Medals,  Currency  and  Autographs, 
to  make  this  a favorite  guide  to  the  Coin  Collector  in  general.  We  will  post 
you,  dear  reader,  on  the  prices  which  fine  and  rare  coins  bring  at  auction,  and 
shall  try  to  tell  you  all  about  Copies,  Counterfeits  and  Electrotypes  of  rare 
coins.  Beginning  with  number  I,  we  treat  .about  Colonial  Coins,  first 
U.  S.  Copper  Cent,  first  U.  S.  Dollars;  and  as  we  continue  the  history  of 
America’s  coinage  to  the  present  time,  we  shall  spare  no  expense  for  illus- 
trations or  for  as  good  writing  on  the  subject  as  money  will  procure. 

As  our  pages  are  not  for  advertising  purposes,  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
devote  part  of  our  space  to  a Counterfeit  Detector  of  U.  S.  coins  and 
currency. 

N.  B.  We  intend  to  use  a good  pair  of  scissors  liberally,  and  clip 
wherever  we  shall  find  anything  of  importance,  relating  to  our  subject;  we 
shall  not  let  our  own  want  of  knowledge  stand  in  the  way  of  putting  before 
you  the  good  things  we  shall  come  across. 

Subscription  rate,  only  Fifty-cents  for  one  year. 

As  an  extra  inducement  we  will  send  to  each  of  our  subscribers,  within 
one  month  from  date  of  subscription,  at  their  option : A solid  coin  silver 

Medalet,  with  ring  attachment,  to  wear  as  a Watch-charni,  with  engraving 
of  the  Lords  Prayer  on  one  side,  the  other  side  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion, “Struck  in  the  Main  Building  of  the  International  Exhibition,  on  the 
first  Steam  Coining  Press  used  by  the  U.  S.  Mint.”  Or  a silver  Masonic 
Medalet,  representing  on  the  obverse,  bust  of  Washington:  reverse,  Square, 
Compass,  Keystone,  Eye,  Trowel  and  Mallet.  Or,  a small  coin  silver  Horse 
Shoe  with  ring  for  Watch  Charm.  These  Premiums  will  only  be  given  to 
those  parties  who  subscribe  before  April  1st,  1880,  as  we  have  only  300 
left.  They  will  make  a fine  present  for  boy  or  girl.  If  you  want  a 
Premium,  please  enclose  5 cents  extra  for  postage.  Postage  Stamps,  1 and 
3 cents,  taken  in  payment  for  any  amount  less  than  One  Dollar. 


TO  BANKERS  AND  MERCHANTS. 

IN  our  future  numbers,  we  will  endeavor  to  have  exact  Phototype  fac- 
simile, of  any  dangerous  counterfeits,  regardless  of  expense.  In  the 
interest  of  the  public,  the  assistance  of  Bankers  and  Merchants,  is  re- 
spectfully solicited,  in  order  to  gain  all  possible  information  on  new  or 
dangerous  counterfeits.  To  those  that  will  kindly  volunteer  to  send  us  late 
counterfeit  notes,  (with  the  word  “ counterfeit  ” stamped  or  written  across 
face  and  back,  so  if  lost  it  will  benefit  no  one,)  through  the  mail,  we  will 
forward,  for  each  note,  one  year’s  number  of  our  Guide  free. 


COIN  COLLECTORS’  GUIDE. 


Oh ! ye  who  who  interest  find  in  what  the  earth 
In  ancient  times,  or  down  e’en  to  our  ago, 

Has  in  all  nalions  from  the  earliest  birth 
Of  coinage,  dies,  or  medals  named  ; engage 
And  now  subscribe  for,  and  have  by  your  side 
The  COIN  COLLECTOR’S  ILLUSTRATED  GUIDE. 
’Twill,  a tri-monthly,  First  of  March  appear, 

Its  earliest  number,"  will,  with  wide  extent, 

Describe  exactly  what  each  passing  year. 

.Acquires  more  interest,  the  Colonial  Cent ; 


The  Copper  Cent  first  issued  for  our  Country  Free, 
A,  D.  Seventeen  hundred  and  ninety  three. 

In  accurate  terms,  will  be  historically  shown, 

What  fame  has  called,  First  Dollar  of  our  Daddies 
With  all  rare  coins,  which  at  that  day  were  known 
Reports  of  Miuts;  full  lists  of  Counterfeits  fit  lor 
Hades, 

And  information  of  a kind  mo3t  varied. 

How  Coin  sales  and  numismatic  are  carried. 
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"OTTK#  SCISSOBS.” 


A STRANGE  STORY.— “Not  long  ago,” 
says  the  London  Daily  Tklegraph;  a well 
known  collector  of  curiosities  in  Paris,  who 
had  devoted  considerable  sums  of  money  to 
the  gathering  together  of  bank  notes  of  all 
countries  and  all  values,  became  the  possess- 
or of  a Bank  of  England  five  pound  note  to 
which  an  unusually  strange  story  was  attach- 
ed. This  note  was  paid  into  a Liverpool 
merchant’s  office  in  the  ordinary  way  of 
business  sixty-one  years  ago,  and  its  re- 
cipient, the  cashier  of  the  firm,  while  hold- 
ing it  up  to  the  light  to  test  its  genuineness, 
noticed  some  faint  red  marks  on  it,  which, 
on  closer  examination,  proved  to  be  semi- 
effaced  words,  scrawled  in  blood  between  the 
printed  lines  and  upon  the  blank  margin  of 
the  note.  Extraordinary  pains  were  taken 
to  decipher  these  partly  obliterated  char- 
acters, and  eventually  the  following  sentence 
was  made  out : “If  this  note  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  John  Dean,  of  Long  Hill  near 
Carlisle,  he  will  learn  hereby  that  his  brother 
is  languishing  a prisoner  in  Algiers.”  Mr. 
Dean  was  promptly  communicated  with  by 
the  holder  of  the  note,  and  he  appealed  to 
the  Government  of  the  day  for  assistance  in 
his  endeavor  to  obtain  his  brother’s  release 
from  captivity.  The  prisoner,  who,  as  it 
subsequently  appeared,  had  traced  the  above 
sentence  upon  thenote  with  a splinter  of  wood 
dipped  in  his  own  blood,  had  been  a slave  to 
the  Dey  of  Algiers  for  eleven  years,  when 
his  strange  missive  first  attracted  attention 
in  a Liverpool  counting-liouse.  His  family 
»nd  friends  had  long  believed  him  dead. 
Eventually  his  brother,  with  the  aid  of  the 
British  authorities  in  the  Mediterranean, 
succeeded  in  ransoming  him  from  the  Dey, 
and  brought  him  home  to  England,  where, 
however,  he  did  not  long  survive  his  release, 
his  constitution  having  been  irreparably  in- 
jured bp  exposure,  privations  and  forced  la- 
bor in  the  Dey’s  galleys. 


A RARE  COIN. 

HERE  is  the  true  story  of  the  rarest  of  all 
coins,  and  how  a precious  medal  came 
to  be  the  great  numismatic  triumph 
of  the  French  collection.  One  evening  in 
July,  1807,  a French  gentleman,  an  expert 
of  the  British  Museum,  was  dining  in  Lon- 
don with  General  Fox,  the  son  of  Lord  Hol- 
land. In  the  midst  of  the  dinner-table  talk, 
the  numismatic  enthusiast  was  addressed  ns 
follows  by  a gentleman  present:  “ I am  sorry 
you  were  not  in  town  to-day,  for  I should 
have  sent  you  a queer  kind  of  a fellow — (a 
glass  of  wine  with  you?) — who  says  ho  came 
from  Bokhara,  and  who  pretends  that  ho  has 
a rare — (your  very  good  health) — a rare 
coin.”  The  numismatist  was  all  attention. 


“ It  was  a gold  coin,  he  said,  of  some  an- 
cient king  of  India,  and  would  weigh  as 
much  as  twenty  sovereigns,  and  was  huge — 
as  big  as  the  palm  of  my  hand.” 

The  numismatist’s  heart  was  in  his  mouth. 

“ Sorry  you  seem  so  excited  about  it.  It 
is  my  belief  that  the  whole  thingis  a forgery. 
Just  think  of  it ! The  shabby-looking  fellow 
who  was  hawking  the  coin  around  had  the 
impertinence  to  ask  £ 5000  for  it.” 

The  numismatist  thought  over  it,  and,  as 
an  expert  reasoned  in  this  wav:  “ Forger  he 
may  be.  Still,  there  may  be  something  in 
it.  Issuers  of  spurious  old  coin  never  have 
brains  enough  to  invent  new  forms;  they  al- 
ways vamp  up  representations  of  certain 
well-known  coins.  Anyhow  it  may  be  worth 
while  for  me  to  look  it  up  as  a numismatical 
monstrosity.”  “The  fellow,”  continued  the 
informant,  “seemed  very  much  down  on  his 
luck.  He  told  that  wherever  he  had  been 
to  show  or  sell  his  coin,  the  experts  had 
kicked  him  out,  declaring  that  his  piece  of 
money  was  a forgery.” 

A hope  sprang  up  in  the  coin  collector’s 
heart — an  inkling  that  some  great  find  was 
near  at  hand.  Instinctively  he  rose  from 
the  dinner  table,  determined  to  set  out  at 
once  in  search  of  the  coin.  General  Fox, 
the  host,  being  himself  the  most  enthusiastic 
of  collectors,  understanding  what  it  was  to 
have  a fit  of  numismatic  fever,  excused  his 
guest’s  further  presence  at  the  dinner.  Out 
started  the  numismatist  from  Kensington, 
and  posted,  as  quick  as  a cab  would  take  him, 
to  Islington,  for  at  Islington  he  knew  an 
Oriental  who  kept  up  communication  with 
those  curious  waifs  from  the  East , who 
only  turn  up  in  the  greatest  cities  of  the 
world.  A trail  was  discovered  in  Islington 
itself,  and  soon  the  miserable  lodgings  of  the 
man  from  Bokhara  were  fouud.  The  land- 
lord of  the  house  said,  “ The  man  you  wish 
to  see  is  just  going  to  bed.  I know  he  has 
been  trying  to  find  you.  Shall  I call  him 
down  ? ” 

“ Yes,  at  once,”  cried  the  expert. 

In  a few  minutes  down  came  the  man  who 
had  been  kicked  out  by  every  coin  collector 
in  London.  With  the  help  of  the  Oriental 
who  acted  as  interpreter,  the  Bokhara  man 
was  told  to  show  his  coin.  Then  the  Bok- 
haran individual  took  off  his  queerly-cut 
coat,  next  his  embroidered  waistcoat,  then 
his  waist-bands,  next  his  shirt,  until  there 
was  nothing  on  him  above  the  waist  but  his 
undershirt,  and  from  under  the  armpit  he 
drew  fout,  with  great  deliberation,  a dirty, 
sweat-begrimed  leather  case,  which  he  laid 
slowly  on  a table.  Presently  the  case  was 
Opened,  and  in  an  instant  the  eyes  of  the  ex- 
pert were  dazzled  with  that  peculiar  softyel- 
ow  sheen  which  only  antique  gold  gives 
forth.  It  was  indeed,  a piue.  One  glance 
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was  sufficient  to  show  that  indeed  it  was  a 
grand  medallion,  a unique  coin,  the  chiefest, 
the  rarest  in  the  world.  It  has  taken  years  of 
study  on  the  part  of  the  numismatic,  a trans- 
mitted instinct,  in  fact,  through  some  gen- 
erations, for  this  expert  to  appreciate  a rare 
coin  at  a single  look. 

Knowing  that  in  dealing  with  Orientals 
an  intending  purchaser  must  exhibit  no 
anxiety,  the  expert  did  not  allow  a muscle  of 
his  face  to  move. 

It  was  the  Bokhara  man  who  took  the  gold 
coin  and  placed  it  in  the  numismatist’s  hand. 
If  the  recipient’s  hand  had  trembled  in  the 
least  with  excitement,  the  wily  Oriental 
would  have  made  a hard  bargain.  It  was  a 
supreme  effort,  for  when  the  piece  was  touch- 
ed only  by  the  numismatist’s  fingers  a thrill 
something  like  an  electric  shock  tore  up  his 
arm. 

Said  the  Bokhara  ma  n,  through  the  in- 
terpreter, “ That  cost  me  dear.  It  has  been 
sweated  in  man’s  blood — his  heart  blood. 
Seven  of  us  found  that  piece  of  gold.  We 
quarelled  over  it.  That  was  natural.  It 
was  worth  a fight.  We  fell  on  one  another 
with  knives  and  daggers.  After  a while,  for 
it  was  hot  work,  five  of  the  men  rolled  dead 
in  the  dust.  Only  two  of  us  were  left.  The 
other  man  is  still  at  Bokhara.  He  agreed 
that  I should  came  to  Europe  to  sell  this  bit 
of  gold.  Since  it  was  found  I have  always 
carried  it  under  my  arm.  There  are,  I un- 
dertand,  more  skillful  thieves  in  England 
than  in  Bokhara.  They  all  say  in  London, 
those  who  have  studied  old  golden  money, 
that  this  coin  is  a forgery.  I know  better; 
Will  you  buy  it,  my  lord?”  The  expert 
looked  at  it  again  and  satisfied  himself  as  to 
its  authenticity.  It  was  an  antique.  More 
than  that,  it  was  a numismatic  prodigy.  Its 
weight  was  nearly  five  ounces,  or  twenty  sta- 
ters, and  its  value  in  gold  about  $110.  On 
one  side  was  the  portrait  of  Eucratides,  king 
of  Bactria,  who  lived  1 83  B.  C.  The  bust 
of  the  monarch  was  crowned  with  a helmet, 
ornamented  with  the  horn  and  ear  of  the 
bull,  a peculiar  attribute  of  kings  of  Bac- 
tria. On  the  reverse  were  the  Dioscuri,  Cas- 
tor and  Pollux,  galloping  on  horseback,  with 
the  legend  in  Greek,  “ the  Great  King  Eu- 
cratides.” There  was  a defect,  something  like 
a line  running  across  the  field  of  the  piece. 
This  defect  was  the  glory  of  the  coin,  This 
showed  the  number  of  blows  which  were  re- 
quired to  strike  such  a big  piece.  The  die 
with  which  that  coin  had  been  stamped 
must  have  been  broken  after  this  piece  was 
made.  The  numismatist  was  wild  with  joy, 
for  certainly  this  piece  was  unique.  It  was 
the  first,  may  be  the  last,  of  its  kind,  and 
there  never  would  turn  up  in  this  world 
another  piece  of  gold  like  it. 

“ Ask  him  what  he  wants  for  it,”  inquired 
the  expert  with  concealed  indifference.  “It 
is  worth  something  of  course,  its  weight,  say, 
in  cold.”  The  Bokhara  man’s  eyes  twink- 


led, they  were  black,  snaky  eyes.  “ I will 
take  £5000  for  it,  my  lord,  and  nothing  else,” 
said  the  man  coolly  as  he  picked  up  the  coin, 
slipped  it  into  the  bag,  and  was  about  put- 
ting it  under  his  arm. 

Now  came  the  moment  of  trial.  The  ex- 
ert lighted  a cigarette  and  smoked  to  calm 
is  nerves.  Then,  blowing  the  smoke  from 
his  lips,  he  said,  “ I tell  you  what  I will  do. 
I will  give  you,  right  now,  my  check  for 
£1000  for  the  piece.  If  the  coin  is  not  mine 
in  twenty  minutes  I shall  offer  you  £800  for 
it,  and  so  on  until  I get  to  £500.  If  you 
don’t  close  with  me  to-night,  to-morrow  I 
will  not  take  it  at  any  price.” 

“Twenty  minutes  passed,”  said  the  expert, 
“like  an  instant.  The  Bokhara  man  seemed 
immersed  in  deep  thought.  Then  he  turned 
on  me  suddenly,  continued  the  expert, 
pierced  me  through  with  his  black  eyes, 
and  put  the  much-coveted  coin  in  my  liandj 
while  his  long  bird-like  fingers  were  bent 
like  talons  to  take  the  check.  The  coin  was 
mine.  “ I slept,”  said  the  expert,  with  that 
coin  under  my  pillow;  that  is,  I tried  to 
6leep,  but  so  excited  was  I that  I never 
closed  my  eyes  that  night. 

The  numismatist  took  the  earliest  convey- 
ance across  the  English  Channel.  This 
medal  wa3  not  for  common  collections.  It 
was  a piece  for  the  French  Museum. 
Louis  Napoleon  heard  of  it,  as  did  the  min- 
ister of  instruction.  M.  Feuardent  consider- 
ed an  offer  of  30,000  francs  for  the  medal  as 
an  imperative  command  that  the  coin  should 
remain  in  France.  So  stay  it  did,  and 
though  50,000  francs,  just  double  wliat  it 
I cost,  were  offered  for  it.  This  coin  of  the 
Bactrian  Eucratides  .is  now  the  greatly 
prized  ornament  of  the  Cabinet  des  Medail- 
les.  To  day  it  lies  in  a glass  case  all  by  it- 
self. There  is  a little  handle  coming  out  of 
the  box  which  permits  the  public  to  turn  the 
coin  so  that  both  sides  of  it  can  be  seen. 

“ This,”  said  the  expert  to  the  writer,  “is 
the  rarest  coin  in  the  world,  and  the  one  for 
which  the  highest  price  has  been  paid. 
Since  it  cost  the  lives  of  five  men,  I do  not 
think  anything  more  tvas  paid  for  it  than  it 
was  really  worth.  It  ought  to  have  been 
saved  for  delectation  of  numismatic  ama- 
teurs in  all  times  to  come,  even  had  fifty  or 
one  hundred  lives  been  sacrificed.” 


TO  our  friends  and  non-subscribers,  re- 
ceiving this  our  first  issue,  we  beg 
leave  to  state  that  even  if  they  have 
not  before,  taken  any  interest  in  rare 
coins,  and  the  history  of  our  country’s  coin- 
age and  the  money’s  of  the  world,  we  still 
hope  that  they  will  peruse  this  first  number, 
and  by  so  doings  come  to  agree  with  us,  that, 
the  gaining  of  knowledge  of  the  world’s 
money,  forms  a very  interesting  and  benefi- 
cial study. 
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In  our  infant  number  we  shall  stick  to 
home,  and  give  you  a brief  illustrated  his- 
tory of  American  coinage ; as  we  grow  older, 
we  will  sail  across  the  ocean  to  Europe,  our 
fore-fathers  abode,  and  give  you  a short 
sketch  of  each  Nation’s  coins  or  currency. 
Home  and  sunny  Italy,  with  coins  of  over  two 
thousand  years  ago,  we  will  take  you  through 
Spain,  Portugal,  France;  crossing  the  chan- 
nel to  Brittannia’s  rocky  shore;  from  whence 
we  re-cross  the  North  Sea,  to  Holland,  Bel- 
gium, into  Germany  and  Austria.  We  will 
then  go  north  through  our  native  country 
little  Denmark,  across  the  Catagat,  capture 
Sweden,  take  ilorway  along,  travel  east  by 
the  way  of  Kussia,  arrive  in  China,  tell  you 
all  about  their  singular  coinage;  go  to  J apan, 
nil  the  time  saving  no  expense  in  illustra- 
ting the  ancient  and  modern  coins  of  the 
above  mentioned  Nations.  We  will  wind  up 
our  trip  like  General  U.  S.  Grant,  by  return- 
ing to  our  starting  point,  but  will  all  this 
time  keep  you  well  posted  on  American  nu- 
mismatic news  and  on  all  coin  sales. 

We  start  out  with  but  20  pages,  but  send 
in  your  fifty  cents  for  one  year’s  passage  tick- 
et, and  we  will  give  you  such  live,  original, 
interesting  and  instructive  information,  that 
we  can  positively  assert,  that  the  next  year 
jou  will  renew  your  subscription  without 
any  urging  on  our  part.  Come  now  with 
with  your  Fifty  cents,  and  after  three  months, 
jou  will  receive  at  your  option,  as  a pre- 
mium, gratis  (retail  price  twenty-five  oents,) 
a Silver  Medalet,  with  Lord’s  Prayer,  struck 
in  Main  Binding  of  International  Exhibi- 
tion of  1876.  Or  a larger  size,  Bronze 
gold  plated.  Or  a Washington  Masonic 
medalet.  Or  a silver  Horse  Shoe  watch 
charm.  Premium  fivects.  extra  for  postage. 

Our  office  is  72  North  Fourth  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

But  all  letters  should  be  addressed  to 
A.  M.  Smith, 

P.  O.  Box,  1954,  Philadelphia  Pa. 

N.  B. — Parties  not  wishing  to  keep  this 
number,  can  return  the  same , and  if  they 
send  us  nine  cents  in  stamps,  with  their  ad- 
dress, we  will  mail  them  the  second  number. 


RUSH  TO  THE  MINT. 


DURING  the  first  eleven  months  of  1879, 
no  Silver  of  less  denominations  than 
One  Dollar  was  coined.  A.  Louden 
Snowden,  Esq.,  the  able  superintendent  of 
our  Mint,  having  a sympathetic  feeling  for 
us  numismatic  collectors,  managed  to  get  a 
few  extra  pieces  struck  in  December.  For  a 
while,  however,  it  looked  ns  though  these 
pieces  were  intended  to  benefit  only  collect- 
ors of  present  generations;  it  seemed  as 
though  it  would  become  almost  impossible  to 
get  a spelmen  fifty  years  lienee,  at  anything 
like  a fair  price.  If  collectors  of  to  day  not 


having  a mint  at  their  door,  are  so  fortuna.e, 
as  to  get  a hold  of  Halves,  Quarters  or 
Dimes  of  1879,  in  circulation,  they  have  Mr. 
Snowden  to  thank  for  it.  At  the  first  news 
that  the  above  named  Halves,  Quarters  and 
Dimes,  had  been  struck,  and  were  now 
ready  for  circulation,  we  went  and  exam- 
ined our  balance  in  bank  carefully,  to  pre- 
pare ourselves  to  satisfy  our  desires  for  1879 
at  the  Mint.  We  secondly,  had  our  better 
half  sew  three  extra  large  canvas  bags,  one 
for  Halves,  one  for  Quarters,  and  a smaller 
one  for  Dimes.  Being  now  prepared,  with 
notes  and  bags,  we  proceeded  to  climb  tlie 
steps  to  the  Mint  entrance,  building  all 
the  while  air  castles,  as  to  in  what  manner 
we  would  dispose  of  our  corner,  in  the  few  of 
1879s  that  were  being  stamped.  With  per- 
spiring brow,  we  made  our  appearance  at  the 
Cashier’s  desk,  and  demanded  to  have  our 
desire  for  the  coins  attended  to.  But  alas 
for  the  unreliability  of  human  calculations  ! 
We  were  informed  that  we  should  only  have 
$5.00  worth.  So  we  thought  best  to  take 
what  we  could  get,  and  reaching  after  a $5 
U.  S.  Treasury  note,  we  presented  the  same 
for  payment ; when  to  our  great  surprise,  the 
acceptance  of  this  U.  S.  note  was  flatly 
refused — At  this  period  of  our  adventure, 
we  were  due  objects  of  the  commiseration 
of  our  numismatic  brethren. — Our  patience 
exhausted,  ready  to  loose  our  temper  alto- 
gether, we  had  no  safety  valve  for  our  an- 
ger. As  we  have  recently  joined  the  church, 
are  not  allowed  to  think  or  say  wicked  words 
aloud — for  thou  shalt  not  swear. — To  cry  we 
tried,  and  could  not,  so  we  set  our  little  self 
down,  to  rest  and  prepare  for  a new  scheme 
that  would  work,  in  the  shapo  of  the  follow- 
ing little  speech.  Is  this  resumption,  we 
spoke,  and  eleven  months  after  Secretary 
Sherman’s  declaration  that  a U.  S,  Caper 
dollar  was  as  good  as  gold  or  silver,  etc. 

The  only  answer  we  got  for  our  pains,  was, 
we  cannot  help  it,  we  have  to  obey  orders. 
What  should  we  do  I With  one  of  the  guards 
of  the  Mint  weighing  four  hundred  pounds, 
standing  seven  feet  in  his  stockings,  and 
wearing  No.  13  Shoes,  we  thought  prudence 
the  better  part  of  valor,  and  left  ; but  came 
back  the  next  day,  ready  for  a second  battle, 
for  our  beloved  halves,  quarters,  dimes. 
Have,  them  we  must;  as  we  did  not  wish  to 
spoil  the  well  established  reputation, of  Phil- 
adelphia coin  dealers  for  greed  who,  gener- 
ally do  not  leave  much  for  others  to  finish. 
But  surely,  when  there  is  any  grabbing  to  be 
done,  five  dollars  worth  was  not  enough  to 
satisfy  our  greed.  So  this  is  the  way  wo 
managed  it.  Wo  got  our  notes  changed  into 
Bland  dollars,  ami  when  we  made  our  sec- 
cond  appearance  at  the  Cashiers’,  we  plan- 
ked down  our  five  silver  dollars,  and  behold 
our  beloved  halves,  quarters  and  dimes  came 
to  us.  After  that  it  was  easy  enough,  we 
sent  our  partner  for  life,  up  with  five  shin- 
ing dollars  to  exchange,  and  followed  her 


COIN  COLLECTORS’  ILLUSTRATED  GUIDE. 


11 


up,  by  sons,  daughters,  cousins,  nieces, 
aunts,  uncles,  our  butcher,  baker,  shoe-ma- 
ker, printer,  grocer  had  to  make  a trip  each 
to  the  Mint,  for  the  desired  coins.  After 
our  stock  of  relations  and  friends  had  been 
entirely  exhausted,  we  tried  it  again  our- 
selves, but  as  we  were  too  well  known  by 
that  time,  we  were  positively  refused,  being 
told  that  we  had  had  our  share.  Well,  we 
thought  so,  too. 


All  American  Boys  and  Girls  are  well  at 
home  in  the  history  of  their  Native  Coun- 
try— from  the  Discovery  by  Columbus,  to 
the  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims;  they  know  all 
about  the  War  of  Independence;  but  you 
show  them  an  old  American  Colonial  Coin, 
of  which  there  are  over  one  hundred  varie- 
ties; and  which  are  still  found  all  over  the 
older  States,  they  do  not  know  what  they 
are,  whether  foreign  or  American  coin,  To- 
ken or  Medal,  whether  worth  Five  cents  or 
Fifty  Dollars.  We  therefore  think  parents 
interested  in  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren, should  lay  this  guide  before  them,  for 
one  year,  for  trial. 


In  adversity  and  difficulties  arm  yourself 
with  firmness  and  fortitude. 

The  firmest  friendships  have  been  formed 
in  mutual  adversity,  as  iron  is  fhost  strongly 
welded  by  the  fiercest  fire. 

That  which  we  acquire  with  the  most 
difficulty  we  retain  the  longest;  as  those  who 
have  earned  a fortune  are  usually  more  care- 
ful of  it  than  those  who  have  inherited  one. 

A miser  grows  rich  by  seeming  poor ; an 
extravagant  man  grows  poor  by  seeming 
rich. 

Never  do  an  act  of  which  you  doubt  the 
j ustice  or  propriety. 

Advise  well  before  you  begin  ; and  when 
you  have  maturely  considered,  then  act  with 
promptitude. 

It  is  not  work  that  kills  men,  it  is  worry. 
Work  is  healthy;  you  can  hardly  put  more 
upon  a man  than  he  can  bear.  Worry  is 
rust  upon  the  blade.  It  is  not  the  revolu- 
ution  that  destroys  the  machinery,  hut  the 
friction.  Fear  secretes  acids,  but  love  and 
trust  are  sweet  juices. 

If  men  wish  to  he  held  in  esteem,  they 
must  associate  with  those  only  who  are  esti- 
mable. 

The  willow  which  bends  to  the  tempest  of- 
ten escapes  better  than  the  oak  who  resists 
it ; and  so,  in  great  calamities,  it  sometimes 
happens  that  light  and  frivolous  spirits  re- 
cover their  elasticity  and  presence  of  mind 
sooner  than  those  of  a loftier  character. 

Charity  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind ; 
charity  envieth  not;  charity  vaunteth  not 
itself,  is  not  puffed  up,  doth  not  behave  it- 
self unseemly,  seeketh  not  her  own,  is  not 


easily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil  ; rejoiceth 
not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth  ; 
beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  ho- 
peth  all  things,  endureth  all  things. 

Quick  is  the  successsion  of  human  events. 
The  cares  of  to-day  are  seldom  the  cares  of 
to-morrow,  and  when  we  lie  down  at  night 
we  may  safely  say  to  most  of  our  troubles, 
“ Ye  have  done  your  worst,  and  we  shall 
meet  no  more.” 

The  conqueror  is  regarded  with  awe,  the 
wise  man  commands  our  esteem,  but  it  is 
the  benevolent  man  who  wins  our  approba- 
tion. 


Coinage  at  the  TJ.  S.  Mint, 
Philadelphia. 

From  January  1st,  1879  to  January  1st,  1880, 

The  coinage  of  Gold  and  Silver  for  the 
year  1879,  is  as  follows. 

Gold,  $9,744,645.  Silver,  $14,816,876. 
whereof : 

Bland  or  Standard  Dollars,  $14,807,100 
Trade  Dollars,  . . . 1,541 

Half  Dollars,  ....  2,950 

Quarter  Dollars,  . . , 3,675 

Dimes,  .....  1.510 

There  was  no  coinage  of  Trade,  Half, 
Quarter  Dollars  or  Dimes  at  the  other  mints. 

All  the  minor  base  coins,  such  as,  5c.,  3c. 
and  lc.,  are  exclusively  struck  in  Philadel- 
phia. 

There  are  five  Mints  in  the  United  States, 
as  follows:  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  (Mint  mark, 
on  coins,  under  Eagle  is  S.)  Carson  City, 
Nev.,  (Mint  mark  is  C.  C.)  New  Orleans, 
La.,  (Mint  mark,  O.)  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  (has 
no  Mint  mark.)  The  Denver  City,  Col. 
Mint  is  used  only  for  assaying,  refining  and 
buying  gold  and  silver,  for  the  Mints  East. 


TWO  OLD  MEDALS. 


Two  old  medals  have  been  unearthed  by  a 
number  of  workmen  engaged  making  an  ex- 
cavation at  the  junction  of  Ninth  and  Chris- 
tian streets.  One  commemorates  the  de- 
struction of  the  Indian  village  of  Kittaning 
by  Colonel  John  Armstrong,  and  was  award- 
ed him  by  this  city.  It  has  on  one  side  the 
incription,  “ Kittaning  destroyed  by  Colonel 
Armstrong,  September  8,  1756,”  and  on  the 
other  the  arms  of  the  city,  with  this  inscrip- 
tion : “The  gift  of  the  "Corporation  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia.”  The  second  com- 
memorates peace  with  tlielndians,  having  on 
side  bust  of  George  II,  inscribed  Georgius 
II,  Dei  Gratia,”  and  on  the  other  an  Indian 
and  white  man,  seated  on  opposite  sides  of 
a fire,  the  latter  in  the  act  of  presenting  his 
companion  with  the  calumet  of  peace.  This 
is  the  inscription:  “Let  us  look  at  the  Most 
High,  who  blessed  our  fathers  with  peace ; 
1757.” 
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A GREAT  COUNTERFEITER'S  RECORD, 

THE  CRAFTY  MAN 

WHO 

COULD  NOT  BE  SHADOWED. 

The  Life  of  HENRY  C.  COLE. 

ALIAS 

HARRY  C.  COLE  or  BIG  HUTCH  HARRY. 

AN  ORIGNAL  SKETCH, 

FROM 

GOVERNMENT  BLUE  BOOK. 

OF  JOHN  S.  DYE, 

(See  Page  3 of  Cover.) 

Henry  C.  Cole,  alias  “ Big  Dutch  Harry,” 
is  a celebrated  counterfeiter  and  ex-convict. 
He  was  born  at  Red  Island,  Vermont,  March 
19,  1821,  and  is  now  fifty-eight  years  of  age. 
As  a principal  and  capitalist  he  has  long 
been  concerned  in  the  most  daring,  danger- 
ous  and  successful  schemes  for  corrupting 
the  currency  of  the  country. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  as  may  be  ob- 
served, is  a man  of  most  striking  appearance, 
whose  portrait  in  some  form  may  be  found 
in  every  complete  rogues’  gallery  in  the 
country.  Among  detectives,  this  man  is 
described  as  being  “tall,  stoop-shouldered, 
thin  of  flesh,  cadaverous  in  countenance, 
with  a dark  and  despondent  expression  al- 
most always  hovering  over  it ; an  old  fellow, 
with  sharp,  deep-sunken  eyes,  scraggy  grey 
Jpeard — every  line  of  his  peculiar  face  indi- 
cating cunning  and  artifice  of  the  most  con- 
summate type,” 

The  above  is  a good  description  of  Cole 
to-day,  but  such  was  not  his  appearance 
when  he  began  his  criminal  career.  He  can 
be  traced  back,  as  we  have  said,  into  a former 

eneration,  for  of  those  beginning  with  him, 

fty-eight  years  ago,  very  few  are  still  in  the 
body.  His  history  makes  him  a sort  of  con- 
necting link  between  the  men  who,  early  in 
the  present  century,  flooded  the  United 
States  with  fraudulent  bills  and  coin  and  the 
rogues  and  rascals  of  like  sort  in  this  year  of 
grace  1879, 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century, 
the  want  of  a proper  extradition  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
made  the  provinces  of  Canada  a harbor  for 
every  kind  of  refugee  from  this  country. 
The  head-quarters  of  Amorican  counterfeit- 
ing were  for  a long  time  in  the  town  of  Dun- 
ham, Seigniory  of  St.  Armand,  Canada. 
Near  Missisque  bavin  the  above  locality, 
was  a village  called  Frelingsburg,  in  which 
there  was  a road  called  Koniack  street,  which 
still  retains  the  name.  Nearly  all  the  resi- 
dents upon  this  street,  about  1820,  had  come 
to  be  counterfeiters,  and  there  theconey,  bus- 
iness was  carried  on  full  blast  and  “goods” 
of  all  kinds  manufactured  for  (be  United 
States  market.  Of  the  many  parties  engaged 


in  the  rascally  trade,  some  became  notorious, 
and  all  have  left  names  which  grace  the  crim- 
inal calendar.  • 

Chief  of  all  the  numerous  gang,  was  the 
accomplished  and  sanctimonious  scamp, 
Stephen  Burroughs,  who  had  a partner 
named  Nat.  Burrill.  There  were  other 
wholesale  dealera  by  the  dozen,  such  men  as 
Seneca  Page,  Reed  Page,  Tom  Wing,  Ebe 
Gleason,  the  Stephens,  Hazard, Adams, Hurd, 
and  others.  Parties  from  the  United  States 
bought  their  “boodles”  on  Koniak  street; 
famous  among  these  last  were  Chollar,  Cor- 
lew,  Lombard,  Mills,  Congdon,  of  Ira,  Vt., 
and  later  James  Boyd,  Jr.  for  a period  Dep- 
uty Sheriff  of  Frelingsburg,  finally  captured 
and  imprisoned  at  New  York  city,  as  ap- 
pears upon  the  record  of  the  United  States 
Secret  Serviee. 

These  parties  counterfeited  the  issue  of 
most  all  the  old  New  England  banks  and 
those  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  as 
well,  also  many  in  various  other  States. 
They  besides  supplied  a liberal  amount  of 
false  coin,  Omea  La  Grange  was  the  pi- 
oneer manufacturer  of  American  half  dol- 
lars in  that  region,  but  soon  had  plenty  of 
help.  In  1831,  a combined  effort  of  the 
British  and  United  States  authorities 
checked  operations,  which  were  soon  bad  as 
ever,  until  ttie  Canada  rebellion  of  1836, 
when  for  two  years  the  trade  was  broken  up. 
The  survivors  of  all  these  strange  and  mov- 
ing events  became  in  time  the  exemplars, 
teachers  and  partners  of  Henry  C.  Cole,  who 
holds  over  until  to-day. 

The  subject  provokes  reminiscence,  and 
the  mind  refers  to  events  long  gone  by  at 
the  mention  of  “ Harry”  C.  Cole  and  the 
names  of  those  first  associated  with  him.  At 
the  same  time,  he  has  been  a man  compara- 
tively unknown.  Like  honest  merit,  he  ha9 
sought  the  shade,  though  for  a different  rea- 
son, and  has  the  reputation  in  the  service  of 
being  one  of  the  most  difficult  men  to  ‘shadow’ 
an  officer  ever  undertook  to  follow  up. 
In  consequence  of  his  very  retiring  ways,  no 
history  of  him  has  ever  been  published 
which  covered  the  sum  of  his  deeds,  and  in 
our  search  for  data  we  have  been  compelled 
not  only  to  consult  a score  of  records,  but  to 
apply  to  those  whose  knowledge  of  criminal 
matters  lias  been  traditional  aud  personal. 

The  first  conviction  of  Cole  was  in  1S54, 
when  he  was  arrested  on  a canalboat  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  captain  of  this 
boat  was  a regular  dealer  in  the  queer,  and 
Cole  was  in  his  employ,  or  in  partnership 
with  him.  The  captain,  being  wanted  to 
answer  a change  of  dealing  in  and  passing 
counterfeits  of  the  old  State  Bank  Notts,  ran 
away,  leaving  Cole  in  charge  of  the  boat. 
Like  Casablanca,  our  hero  refused  to  vacate 
the  deck,  and  stood  squarely  by  the  mules 
and  other  artillery,  mindful  of  the  dying 
command  of  Lawrence,  “ Don’t  give  up  t ho 
ship,”  until  pulled  over  board  by  the  ruth- 
less minions  of  the  low,  Even  then  he  had 
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nealed  on  a co-partner  of  his  named  David 
eon  The  active  Drummond  pooh  ha 
ecu' In  custody,  when  Keen  peached  on 
■utv  C.  Cole.  Being  in  the  hands  of  the 
hilis tines  Keen  co-operated  With  the  ofB- 
9 for  the  arrest  of  Cole.  He  arranged  a 
irchase  of  counterfeits  from  Cole,  and  w as 

Sed  will.  n,«tod  to  comply 

“ “dr%  Trf  pSS  I™  ™*  V- 

SfSK  E 

Om'o£“ /lU  “»<*"  Kennoct 

eits  paid  his1  marked  money  for  them  and 
6U  1 Instantly  the  ofiicers  rushed  in 

ScS w£KS  in  the  hall,  with  the 
narked  rnonev  in  his  possession. 

Beinc  examined,  Cole  was  admitte 
jaS  in  the  sum  of  $10,000.  Having  thus 
jeen  caught  in  the  act  of  selling,  Cole  fel 
u-LTolf  In  a verv  tight  place,  and  talked  for 
favor  with  unaccustomed  frankness,  stating 
hat  hl  and  others  obtained  the  stuff  of  Josh 
r Tnt  D Miner  the  manufacturer.  W hen 
aske'd  i^  he  knew  who  Miner’s  engraver  was, 
he  professed  to  be  unable  to  tell,  but  admit 
Xtat  .«n  .a  mao  carry  .toff  to  Minor, 
house  - he  could  not  say  who  he  was  but  if 
he  wele  to  See  him  again  he  should  know 
him  Cole  revealed  the  place  of  meeting  to 
be  the  corner  of  Sixty-first  street  and  the 
Boulevard,  New  York  city,  and  a plan  was 
concocted  for  the  capture  of  M^ner  and  the 
engraver.  Cole  undertook  to  bu>  of  Miner 

ot v*yg°i“TS 

on  the  Ninth  National  Bank  of  New  x 
citv  and  that  of  the  counterfeit  ten  on  the 
Farmers  and  Manufacturers’  National  Bank 
of  Poughkeepsie,  and  good  but  marked  mon- 
ey the  amount  of  §1,500  was  furnished  nm 
for  the  purpose.  He 

and  an  agreement  to  meet  Miner  at  Sixty 
first  street  and  the  Boulevard  the  night  of 

Th’aTnSht  proved  to  he  ext remel; ^ dark, 

doubt  Miner 

ould  under  such  favorable  circumrtances 
,eD  his  appointment.  The  Chief  ot  tlie 
•cret  Service  and  a considerable  ecpaad 
arted  for  the  scene  of  operations  by  ditler 
at  routes,  but  bucIi  was  the  storm  Opera- 
ves  Kennoch  and  Drummond  were  the  only 
comer,  who,  .id,  Cole,  relied  to  .pot  m 
mQ  Disguised  as  laborers,  with  picks, 
tc  "returning  from  some  job  of  night  work, 

Jennoch  and  Drummond  kept  on  to  where 

'ole  paused  upon  the  curbstone  at  the  cor- 
ero?  Sixty-first  street.  A man  came  into 
dew  in  the  middle  of  the  street  from  the 
larkness,  and  being  joined  by  another,  they 

vent  out  to  the  middle  of  the  »Pace  ' 
he  street  and  Boulevard  crossed  Henoch 
•ame  up  on  the  side  nearest  to  Cole,  and 
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a sreat  mrorm  record, 

THE  CRAFTY  MAN 

WHO 

COULD  HOT  BE  SHADOWED. 

The  Life  of  HENRY  C.  COLE, 

ALIAS 

HARRY  C.  COLE  or  BIG  HUTCH  HARRY. 

AN  ORIGNAL  SKETCH, 

FROH 

government  blue  book. 

OF  JOHN  S.  DYE, 

(See  Page  3 of  Cover.) 

. Henry  C.  Cole,  alias  “ Big  Dutch  Harry,” 
is  a celebrated  counterfeiter  and  ex-convict. 
He  was  born  at  Red  Island,  Vermont,  March 
19,  1821,  and  is  now  fifty-eight  years  of  age. 
As  a principal  and  capitalist  he  has  long 
been  concerned  in  the  most  daring,  danger^ 
ous  and  successful  schemes  for  corrupting 
the  currency  of  the  country. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  as  may  be  ob- 
served, is  a man  of  most  striking  appearance,  I 
whose  portrait  in  some  form  may  be  found 
in  every  complete  rogues’  gallery  in  the 
country.  Among  detectives,  this  man  is 
described  as  being  “tall,  stoop-shouldered, 
thin  of  flesh,  cadaverous  in  countenance, 
with  a dark  and  despondent  expression  al- 
most always  hovering  over  it ; an  old  fellow, 
with  sharp,  deep-sunken  eyes,  scraggy  grey 
Jjeard  every  line  of  his  peculiar  face  indi- 
cating cunning  and  artifice  of  the  most  con- 
summate type.” 

1 he  above  is  a good  description  of  Cole 
to-day,  but  such  was  not  his  appearance 
when  he  began  his  criminal  career.  He  can 
be  traced  back,  as  we  have  said,  into  a former 
generation,  for  of  those  beginning  with  him, 
fifty- eight  years  ago,  very  few  are  still  in  the 
body.  His  history  makes  him  a sort  of  con- 
necting link  between  the  men  who,  early  in 
the  present  century,  flooded  the  United 
States  with  fraudulent  bills  and  coin  and  the 
rogues  and  rascals  of  like  sort  in  this  year  of 
grace  1879. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century, 
the  want  of  a proper  extradition  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
made  the  provinces  of  Canada  a harbor  for 
every  kind  of  refugee  from  this  country 
The  head-quarters  of  Amorican  counterfeit- 
ing were  fur  a long  time  in  the  town  of  Dun- 
ham, Seigniory  of  St.  Armand,  Canada. 
Near  Missiaque  bavin  the  above  locality, 
was  a village  called  Frelingsburg,  in  which 
there  was  a road  called  Koniack  street,  which 
still  retains  the  name.  Nearly  all  the  resi- 
dents upon  this  street,  about  1820,  had  come 
to  be  counterfeiters,  and  there  the  coney,  bus- 
iness was  carried  on  full  blast  and  “goods” 
of  all  kinds  manufactured  for  the  United  i 
States  market.  Of  the  many  parties  engaged 
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but  few  remarks  to  make,  either  in  favor  of 
himself  or  crimination  of  others. 

Cole  was  sentence!  to  state’s  prison  for  five 
years  on  account  of  his  business  on  the  ca- 
nal, and  set  ved  his  term  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. 
Having  learned  a lesson  from  his  superior 
officer  on  the  canal,  he  has  kept  clear  of  na- 
val operations  ever  since,  and  always  lan 
away  whenever  he  had  a chance,  or  squealed 
if  put  in  a light  place. 

In  1859,  after  liis  release  from  Sing  Sing 
Prison,  Henry  C.  Cole,  with  a party  called 
Scliunheat,  or  Schoener,  was  in  Philadel- 
phia, dealing  in  counterfeit  money.  One  of 
their  customers  at  this  time  was  Mary  Brown, 
alias  Mary  Henderson,  who  was  the  pal  of 
Mother  Roberts,  of  Cincinnati,  and  the  part- 
ner in  various  ways  of  Charles  Ulrich,  at 
the  same  place. 

Some  time  in  1S62,  according  to  his  state- 
men,  Cole  became  connected  with  that  King 
of  Coney  men,  the  unconvicted  Joshua  I). 
Miner,  of  New  York  city.  Miner  was  the 
capitalist  and  manufacturer  of  whom  Cole 
purchased  at  first  hands. 

In  1866,  Cole  was  in  active  business  in 
his  line,  the  confederate  of  Bill  Gurney, 
Lame  Sam,  Hank  Hall,  Jim  Boyd,  Phil 
Hargrave,  old  Kate  Gross,  Bill  Stewart, 
Mary  Brown,  and  other  noted  counterfeiters, 
dealers  and  shovers.  He  was  the  seller  of 
all  the  counterfeits  of  the  Poughkeepsie  tens, 
selling  sometimes  more  than  $30,000  in  a 
single  day.  Beside,  he  dealt  largely  in  the 
counterfeits  of  the  old  issue  Treasury  Notes, 
especially  the  fifty-dollar  greenback  of  1863 
(head  of  Hamilton  vignette),  which  he  ob- 
tained from  Bill  Gurney,  for  whom  they 
were  made. 

In  August,  1870,  an  admirably  executed 
counterfeit  of  the  twenty-dollar  bill  of  the 
National  Shoe  and  Leather  Bank  of  New 
York  city  appeared  in  the  financial  centres 
of  the  Eastern  States.  This  dangerous  fraud 
was  traced  to  the  notorious  and  successful 
wholesale  dealer,  Bill  Gurney,  who  was  ar- 
rested in  the  act  of  selling.  To  make  terms, 
Gurney  promised  to  deliver  the  plate  of  the 
twenty,  and  in  keeping  his  promise,  took  the 
Chief  to  Joshua  D.  Miner,  some  time  in 
May,  1871.  The  plate  had  been  traced  to 
Miner  before,  but  there  was  no  evidence  to 
warrant  arrest.  When  confronted  by  Gur- 
ney and  the  Chief,  Miner  gave  up  the  plate, 
and  was  closely  shadowed  from  that  hour. 
Gurney  was  convicted,  and  committed  for  ten 
years  to  the  King’s  County  Penitentiary  and 
to  pay  $3,000 ; his  services  saving  him  some 
five  years. 

The  arrest  of  Gurney  and  his  revelations 
made  lively  times  for  the  Secret  Service. 
Not  very  long  after  he  was  taken,  one  of 
Gurney’s  peddlers  and  shovers,  named  Dave 
Kirkbride,  having  been  arrested  by  Opera- 
tive Drummond,  of  the  Secret  Service,  at  the 
old  Hudson  River  Depot,  New  York  city, 
just  as  he  was  leaving  for  Chicago  with 
$1,980  of  counterfeit  money  in  his  pocket, 


Sfjuealed  on  a co-partner  of  his  named  David 
Keen.  The  active  Drummond  soon  had 
Keen  in  custody,  when  Keen  peached  on 
Harry  C.  Cole.  Being  in  the  hands  of  the 
Philistines,  Keen  co-operated  with  the  offi- 
cers for  the  arrest  of  Cole.  He  arranged  a 
purchase  of  counterfeits  from  Cole,  and  was 
provided  with  marked  money  to  complete 
the  trade.  The  bargain  was  for  $5,000,  in 
counterfeits  of  Poughkeepsie  tens  and  Na- 
tional Shoe  and  Leather  twenties,  for  18  per 
cent,  ot  their  face  in  good  money.  On  the 
night  of  October  10,  1871,  officers  Kennoch 
and  Drummond  went  with  Keen  to  the  house 
of  Cole.  Keen  went  to  the  door,  which,  upon 
a signal  being  given,  was  opened  by  Cole. 
Keen  at  once  entered,  received  the  counter- 
feits, paid  hi*  marked  money  for  them  and 
came  out.  Instantly  the  officers  rushed  in 
and  Cole  was  nabbed  in  the  hall,  with  the 
marked  money  in  his  possession. 

Being  examined,  Cole  was  admitted  to 
bail  in  the  sum  of  $10,000.  Having  thus 
been  caught  in  the  act  of  selling,  Cole  felt 
himself  in  a very  tight  place,  and  talked  for 
favor  with  unaccustomed  frankness,  stating 
that  he  and  others  obtained  the  stuff  of  Josh 
or  Jot  D.  Miner,  the  manufacturer.  When 
asked  if  he  knew  who  Miner’s  engraver  was, 
he  professed  to  be  unable  to  tell,  but  admit- 
ted he  had  seen  a man  carry  stuff  to  Miner’s 
house ; he  could  not  say  who  he  was,  but  if 
he  were  to  see  him  again  he  should  know 
him.  Cole  revealed  the  place  of  meeting  to 
be  the  corner  of  Sixty-first  street  and  the 
Boulevard,  New  York  city,  and  a plan  was 
concocted  for  the  capture  of  Miner  and  the 
engraver.  Cole  undertook  to  buy  of  Miner 
the  counterfeit  plate  of  the  two-dollar  bill 
on  the  Ninth  National  Bank  of  New  York 
city,  and  that  of  the  counterfeit  ten  on  the 
Farmers  and  Manufacturers’  National  Bank 
of  Poughkeepsie,  and  good  but  marked  mon- 
ey the  amount  of  $1,500  was  furnished  him 
for  the  purpose.  He  made  his  negotiations 
and  an  agreement  to  meet  Miner  at  Sixty- 
first  street  and  the  Boulevard  the  night  of 
October  25,  1871. 

That  night  proved  to  be  extremely  dark, 
rainy  and  disagreeable,  but  “business  is 
business,”  and  there  was  little  doubt  Miner 
would,  under  such  favorable  circumstances, 
keep  his  appointment.  The  Chief  of  the 
Secret  Service  and  a considerable  squad 
started  for  the  scene  of  operations  by  differ- 
ent routes,  but  such  was  the  storm  Opera- 
tives Kennoch  and  Drummond  were  the  only 
two  men  who,  with  Cole,  reached  the  spot  in 
time.  Disguised  as  laborers,  with  picks, 
etc.,  returning  from  some  job  of  night  work, 
Kennoch  and  Drummond  kept  on  to  where 
Cole  paused  upon  the  curbstone  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Sixty-first  street.  A man  came  into 
view  in  the  middle  of  the  street  from  the 
darkness,  and  being  joined  by  another,  they 
went  out  to  the  middle  of  the  space  where 
the  street  and  Boulevard  crossed.  Kennoch 
came  up  on  the  side  nearest  to  Cole,  and 
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Drummond  on  the  opposite.  The  Operatives 
crept  out  as  near  the  two  men  in  the  street 
as  possible  without  being  noticed,  and  lay 
down  flat  in  the  mud  of  the  Boulevard.  One 
of  the  men  had  a large  umbrella,  and  when 
the  other  party  came  to  him  he  closed  it 
down  over  the  two,  so  that  neither  of  them 
could  be  more  than  half  seen.  "What  they 
did  could  not  be  seen  at  all,  and,  strain  their 
ears  as  they  might,  the  detectives  could  dis- 
tinguish no  word  of  their  conversation.  Pres- 
ently the  men  separated,  one  of  them  moving 
quickly  off  up  the  Boulevard  and  one  over 
to  Cole.  The  critical  moment  had  now 
come.  It  had  been  arranged  that  the  arrest 
should  take  place  at  a signal  from  the  Chief, 
but  Chief  and  squad — aside  from  Kennoch 
and  Drummond — were  away,  wandering 
somewhere  “in  outer  darkness.’’  Of  course, 
no  signal  came,  but  the  officers  were  not  men 
to  shirk  responsibility.  Kennoch  promptly 
laid  hands  upon  the  man  near  Cole  ; a strug- 
gle ensued,  and  in  the  melee  the  plates  and 
marked  money  were  hurled  away  into  the 
darkness,  the  money  package  broken  and 
the  bills  scattered  in  the  mud.  The  cap- 
tured man  was  Josh.  D.  Miner,  and  as  he 
had  many  rough  fellows  in  his  employ  in  the 
neighborhood,  he  made  an  uproar  intended 
to  call  some  of  them  to  his  assistance  ; but 
Kennoch  soon  had  his  man  0.  K.,  and  by  a 
little  persuasion,  quiet  as  a lamb.  Cole  all 
the  while  stood  on  the  curb  immovable  as  a 
stone  image. 

No  sooner  had  Kennoch  and  Miner  grap- 
pled, than  Drummond,  who  had  followed  the 
rapidly  retreating  second  party,  suddenly 
closed  in  upon  him.  Drummond  was  at 
this  time  a non-commissioned  agent,  and 
was  compelled  to  make  his  capture  on  the 
broadest  kind  of  general  principles.  He 
really  knew  nothing  of  the  man,  and  had 
only  his  well-founded  suspicions  to  justify 
his  action.  However,  he  laid  his  left  hand 
suddenly  on  the  broad  breast  of  the  stranger 
and  instantly  flashed  his  revolver  near  his 
head.  A few  energetic  words  convinced 
the  captured  man  of  the  folly  of  resistance. 
He  yielded  the  more  readily  as  Drummond 
pretended  he  had  overhauled  him  on  private 
responsibility,  to  answer  for  a pocketbook 
just  snatched  in  an  adjoining  street.  'When 
brought  back  and  confronted  with  Kennoch, 
Cole  and  Miner,  the  stranger  realized  the 
situation  and  accompanied  the  drenched  and 
awfully  muddy  party  to  headquarters.  The 
plates  were  taken  along  at  the  time,  but  a 
carriage  had  to  he  sent  up  with  officers  and 
lanterns  to  withdraw  the  $1,500  deposit 
made  iti  the  mire.  Strangly  enough,  after 
all  the  stampede  about  the  place,  every  one 
of  the  bills  was  recovered. 

At  the  Chief’s  office  the  man  captured  by 
Drummond  gave  the  name  of  Thomas  Avey, 
staled  his  residence,  and  declared  his  business 
to  be  be  I hat  of  a painter.  Upon  inquiry  at 
the  house,  no  man  by  the  name  of  Avey 
could  be  heard  of,  but  the  officer  caught,  by 


overhearing,  the  name  £>f  Ballard,  and  the 
prisoner  being  thus  addressed,  acknowledged 
that  was  his  name;  his  first  name,  Thomas, 
being  found  out,  he  confessed  his  connection 
as  an  engraver  with  Miner,  and  ultimately 
revealed  the  particulars  of  the  whole  bus- 
iness, locating  the  “mill”  at  256  Rivington 
street,  New  York. 

Jt  cost  Josh  D.  Miner  over  $25,000  to  get 
clear  in  this  case  ; the  evidence  was  not  con- 
sidered complete,  and  he  escaped  conviction. 
Somehow,  Thomas  Ballard,  with  Billy 
Brown,  of  Cincinnati,  and  J as.  Quimby,  of 
Phdadelphia,  both  noted  counterfeiters,  ma- 
naged to  break  out  (?)  of  Ludlow  Street  Jail, 
New  York  city,  on  the  night  of  November 
15th,  1871,  before  Miner’s  trial,  and  thus  get 
an  ugly  witness  out  of  the  way.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  Miner’s  money  opened  the 
prison  doors  for  his  skillful  employe.  Some- 
thing of  like  nature  befell  several  other 
parties  whose  testimony  would  have  been 
important  against  Miner.  Cole,  having 
served  time  as  a felon,  and  being  himself 
under  a criminal  indictment,  was  not  a 
competent  witness  in  law.  To  enable  him 
to  testify  against  Miner,  Cole  tvas  pardoned 
by  Governor  John  T.  Hoffman,  of  New 
York,  in  1871,  and  so  reinstated  in  all  his 
civil  rights.  He  testified  squarely  against 
Ballard  and  Miner,  a piece  of  business  those 
parties  never  forgot  or  forgave,  as  will  ap- 
pear farther  on  in  our  history.  A nolle  pro- 
sequi was  soon  entered  in  the  case  of  Henry 
C.  Cole,  and  thus,  at  great  cost  to  other 
people,  this  slippery  customer  once  more 
regained  his  liberty,  and  has  been  a freeman 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  a regular  and 
legal  voter  until  the  present  year. 

Through  the  agency  of  Cole  in  the  nrrest 
of  Miner  and  the  confession  of  Toni  Ballard, 
fourteen  men,  six  printing  presses,  two  power- 
ful transfer  presses,  nineteen  sets  of  steel 
plates,  stock  for  making  the  pink  fibred 
Government  paper,  snu  counterfeit  bills 
representing  $60,000  were  captured. 

In  1875  Lieutenant  Kelly,  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Police,  arrested  Cole  and  sent  him 
to  New  Yrork  city  to  answer  to  a charge  of 
forging  and  selling  certain  spurious  Allen- 
town, Pa.,  school  bonds.  The  prosecution 
was  brought  in  the  name  of  Scott,  Dougher- 
ty & Co.,  brokers,  of  New  York,  wlm,  as 
alleged,  had  bought  the  bonds  of  one  Muir 
who  swore  he  had  purchased  them  of  Cole. 
The  date  of  purchase  Muir  gave  as  the  7th, 
8th  or  9th  of  November,  1871,  at  which 
time,  unfortunately  for  the  credit  of  Muir, 
Cole  was  in  the  custody  of  the  Secret  Service, 
confined  to  the  office  and  watched  by  men 
detailed  day  after  day,  in  turn,j  for  the 
express  purpose. 

The  charge  of  forgery  against  Cole  ap- 
pearing to  be  but  a mere  job  put  un  on  him 
by  the  Ballard-Miner  gang,  out  ot  revenge, 
he  was  ultimately  acquitted  on  the  criminal 
indictment.  He  was,  however,  made  de- 
fendant in  a suit  for  civil  damages  for  selling 
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the  bonds,  and  Scott,  Dougherty  & Co.  ob- 
tained judgment  against  him  therein  for 
$10,670;  but  the  Judge,  inasmuch  as  Cole 
had  been  brought  into  the  jurisdiction  on  a 
criminal  count,  would  not  allow  that  he 
ghould  be  detained  in  jail  for  payment  of 
civil  damages  in  the  same  connection. 

' Cole  was  imprisoned  a year  or  more  in 
New  York  city  through  the  above  affair,  and 
expended  $35,000  in  getting  out  of  the 
trouble  it  made  him  up  to  May,  1876,  but  he 
has  never  paid  any  part  of  the  $10,670 
damages,  and  as  the  judgment  remained 
against  him,  that  fact  and  the  apprehension 
of  annoyance  from  other  quarters  has  made 
the  city  of  New  York  an  undesirable  resi- 
dence for  “ Harry”  C.  Cole  for  some  time 
past.  In  consequence,  he  has  lived  with  his 
family  in  respectable  style  at  2127  North 
Eighth  street,  Philadelphia. 

In  1875  Cole  was  in  Philadelphia,,  and 
through  his  associates,  had  arranged  to  take 
and  sell  $50,000  in  counterfeit  fives  on  the 
Highland  National  Bank  of  Newburg,  N.  Y. 
but  too  much  had  been  learned  by  the  Secret 
Service  of  this  intended  remittance,  and  the 
Quaker  City  was  in  consequence  left  without 
a dollar  of  this  peculiar  currency.  Elmer 
Washburn,  then  Chief  of  the  United  States 
Secret  Service,  and  James  J.  Brooks,  the 
present  competent  Chief,  with  Operative 
Henry  E.  Curtis,  of  the  New  York  district, 
captured  about  $80,000  of  these  notes,  to- 
gether with  the  “mill”  (owned  and  run  by 
Tom  Congdon,  one  of  Cole’s  old  confeder- 
ates,) and  some  important  members  of  the 
gang,  viz:  Irvine  White,  engraver,  Charles 
Congdon,  printer,  Rang  Warner,  Eli  Fields, 
G.  W.  Jenkin,  and  Edw’d  Griffin,  at  45  Wil- 
son street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  June  28,  1876. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1877,  a finely  execu- 
ted counterfeit  fifty  appeared  in  New  York 
city,  on  the  Central  National  Bank  of  that 
place,  and  early  in  the  month  of  July  fol- 
lowing, another  fifty  was  put  into  circulation, 
on  the  Third  National  Bank  of  Buffalo,  in 
the  same  State.  The  last,  it  was  plain  to 
experts,  was  produced  by  means  of  skeleton 
pieces,  from  the  same  plate  that  had  been 
used  to  print  the  first. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1878,  Mr.  Percy  Jos- 
eph, of  Woodville,  Miss.,  who  had  just  ar- 
rived in  New  York  from  Hamburg,  Ger- 
many, in  the  German  steamer  Herder,  ten- 
dered at  the  office  of  the  Penna.  E.  R.  Co  , 
526  Broadway,  New  York,  for  a ticket  to 
New  Orleans,  a fifty  dollar  bill  on  the  Na- 
tional Broadway  Bank  of  New  York  city, 
which  Mr.  Wm,  Hoffman,  the  expert  of  that 
office,  pronounced  a counterfeit.  Mr.  Joseph- 
claimed  to  have  received  the  bill  from  the 
bankers,  Israel  & Co.,  of  Hamburg,  and  the 
emigrants  of  the  Herder  were  found  passing 
the  same  bills  and  other  fifties  on  the  Trades- 
men’s National  Bank,  also  of  New  York  city. 
Subsequently  each  steamer  from  Germany 
brought  quantities  of  these  bills,  which  con- 
tinued to  be  extensively  shoved  in  Europe 


some  time  after,  until  the  capture,  at  Munich, 
Bavaria,  of  Joe  B.  Chapman,  alias  “J.  E. 
Conckliug,”and  Ed.  Baker,  alias”  John  But- 
ler,” or  Billy  Baker,  alias  “Dobson,”  as 
some  suppose;  all  of  which  was  fully  and 
officially  reported  in  “ Dye’s  Government 
Counferfeit  Detector”  of  August,  1878,  page 
45,  It  was  plain  to  the  expert  that  these 
bills  were  from  the  same  plate  with  the  Cen- 
tral New  York  fifty  and  the  Third  National 
of  Buffalo. 

An  immense  exeitement  ensued  after  the 
new  fifties  reached  the  United  States.  “Dye’s 
Government  Counterfeit  Detector”  flung  out 
its  cards  of  warning  by  thousands  and  thou- 
sands ; the  newspapers,  with  less  accuracy, 
sounded  the  alarm,  while  the  business  world 
gasped  with  astonishment  at  the  audacity 
which  had  successfully  flooded  Europe  with 
the  criminal  currency  of  another  continent. 

In  September,  1877,  the  now  famous  five 
on  the  First  National  Bank  of  Tamaqua,  Pa. 
made  its  appearance,  followed  soon  after- 
wards by  the  First  National  Bank  of  Han- 
over, to  which  the  plate  had  been  altered. 
All  this  was  evidently  from  the  same  hand, 
and  issued  as  was  supposed,  by  the  same 
managers.- 

It  has  been  many  years  since  our  hero  could 
plead  that  lie  was  as  Caesar’s  wife  should 
have  been — “above  suspicion,”  and  in  con- 
sequence he  long  had  been  looked  after  by 
official  eyes,  on  general  principles  as  a 
good  man  to  find  when  anybody  was 
wanted.  Of  late  years  the  supervision 
of  his  movements  has  been  more  careful, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  1877,  and  all 
through  1878,  since  Charles  Ulrich  and  he 
were  again  seen  together  in  Philadelphia, 
his  every  movement  has  been  shadowed 
with  the  utmost  diligence. 

Cole  and  Ulrich  managed  their  meetings 
with  all  the  secretive  artfulness  of  which 
Cole  has  shown  himself  a perfect  master. 
During  the  summer  of  1877,  they  would 
walk  out  of  town  by  different  routes  to  the 
suburbs,  at  Echo  Park,  and  there,  in  a 
narrow,  obscure  lane,  would  conceal  them- 
selves in  the  long  grass  and  discuss  their 
plan  of  operations.  But  Drummond,  a com- 
petent and  tried  officer,  was  in  charge  of  the 
Philadelphia  District,  and  the  subtility  of 
Cole,  with  the  skill  of  Ulrich,  were  over- 
matched. Cole,  though  more  wary  than  a 
(ok,  was  followed  without  his  knowledge, 
everywhere.  When  he  lay  down  in  the 
grass  with  Ulrich,  an  officer  of  the  secret 
service  reposed  not  far  away,  to  overhear, 
as  best  he  might,  their  low-toned,  ambiguous 
conversation.  This  article  willbe  finished  in 
our  next  number.  Parties  who  want  to  read 
the  end  of  this,  and  the  lives  of  other  noted 
countefeiterp,  and  do  not  want  to  wait  until 
our  next  number  makes  its  appearance,  will 
please  read  page  3 of  cover  of  this  “Guide.” 

o 
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The  Gutekunst  Phototype. 

A new  process  of  re-producing  in  Printers 
ink,  any  object  which  can  be  Photographed, 
lately  introduced  by  Mr.  F.  Gutekunst,  712 
Arch  street,  Philadelphia. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  inform  our 
readers,  who  Mr.  Gutekunst  is.  We  simply 
recall  the  fact,  that  specimens  of  his  master 
work  in  the  Photographic  art,  are  to  be  found 
in  almost  every  family  in  the  United  States 
and  Canadas;  that  Europe  delights  in  ex- 
hibiting his  gems  in  Museums  and  Libraries; 
that  he  has  received  the  highest  awards  at 
all  the  International  Exhibitions;  together 
with  Medals,  Decoration,  and  letters  of  thanks 
from  most  of  the  crowned  Heads  of  the  Old 
World.  Availing  ourselves  of  this  valuable 
process,  we  will  publish  in  each  future  num- 
ber, one  or  more  Phototype  plates  of  Historical 
interest,  and  we  firmly  believe  that  no  illus- 
trated book  or  magazine  of  the  future  will 
be  complete  without  specimens  of  equal  per- 
fection. And  it  is  but  fair  to  say  that  Mr. 
Gutekunst  has  made  early  preparations  to 
meet  this  demand  for  artistic  re-productions, 
and  has  given  another  proof  of  his  business 
energy. 

Supplement  to  Our  Annual 
Catalogue,  1879. 

The  year  1879,  was  a very  prosperous  one 
for  the  coin  collectors  ; we  hope  that  the 
year  1880,  will  be  a prosperous  one  for  the 
coin  dealers.  At  over  thirty  auctions  of  rare 
coins  in  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton, the  rare  coin  collectors  had  a fine  har- 
vest; they  could  buy  the  rarest  specimens  at 
their  own  prices.  The  market  has  been  over- 
stocked with  U.  S.  proof  sets  of  1858.  We 
bought  two  very  fine  Silver  Dollars  of  1858, 
over  our  counter,  for  $6.50  each,  and  had  to 
keep  the  same  in  stock  some  time  before  we 
succeeded  in  selling  them  at  a fair  price. 
For  rare  U.  S.  Copper  Cent,  in  fair  to  good 
condition,  the  prices  are  rather  high  at  pres- 
ent. A fair  Cent  of  1793,  will  bring  from 
$1.50  to  $2.50.  A good  Cent  of  1793,  will 
bring  from  $2.50  to  $4.00.  A fair  Cent  of 
1799,  will  bring  from  $2.50  to  $5,00.  A 

food  Cent  of  1799,  will  bring  from  $4  00  to 
8.00.  A fair  Cent  of  1804,  will  command 
about  the  same  rates.  Finer  pieces  hold 
their  old  prices ; in  fact  any  date  of  the  old 
large  copper  cent,  in  a fine  uncirculated  con- 
dition, will  bring  a good  price. 

The  Two  Cent  coppers,  from  1864  to  1871 
inclusive,  in  a proof  condition,  are  now 
$1.00  each,  1872  1.50,  1873  $2.00,  and  hard 
to  get  at  that  figure.  Silver  Three  Cent 
pieces  from  1863  to  1872,  in  a proof  condi- 
tion are  now  $1 .00  each,  1873  $2,00  each.  In 
that  jenr  only  Proofs  made.  All  other 
coins  in  our  catalogue,  range  about  the  same 
in  prices  as  last  year,  excepting  the  Trade 
Dollar  for  1879.  Of  these  there  were  only 
1641  struck,  mostly  for  private  collectors 
They  will  in  a short  time  be  considered  a very  | 


rare  coin,  hard  to  procure  at  any  price.  We 
have  only  ten  left  at  present,  for  $2.50  each. 
Unless  you  send  for  the  same  at  once,  you 
better  not  enclose  money  with  order,  as  by 
the  time  your  communication  reaches  us  they 
may  be  out  entirely,  or  may  have  to  ask  a 
higher  price  for  what  is  left.  We  have  a few 
of  the  Half  Dollars,  1879,  which  we  will 
sell  at  $1.00  each,  Quarter  Dollars,  1879,  at 
40cts.  each,  Dimes,  1879,  at  25  cts.  each. 

As  there  were  only  a few  made  of  above, 
we  advise  collectors  to  get  fine  uncirculated 
specimens,  while  they  can  be  had  at  a fair 
price. 

We  also  offer  a few  of  the  fine  Medals, 
distributed  during  the  Municipal  Parade 
in  honor  of  General  U.  $.  Grant,  Dec.,  16th, 
1879,  at  50  cts.  each.  This  Medal  is  some- 
what larger  than  a Quarter  Dollar ; obverse, 
Grant  bust,  with  name ; reverse,  Coat  of  arms 
of  Philadelphia,  with  the  legend:  Struck  and 
Distributed  in  the  Municipal  Parade  by  the 
Employees  of  the  U.  S.  Mint,  Philadelphia, 
Dec.,  16th,  1879.  Have  a few  numbers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Packet  and  Daily  Adver- 
tiser of  1786;  a very  interesting  paper,  con- 
taining news  of  the  day,  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, advertisements  and  local  matters,  50c. 
each  or  3 diflerent  dates  for  $1X0. 

Half  Cents  are  becoming  very  rare,  and 
collectors  should  get  them  now,’  before  the 
supply  is  exhausted.  We  will  furnish  20 
different  dates,  from  good  to  very  fine  for 
$1.25,  post  paid  and  registered. 

Our  Coin  Catalogue  is  only  25  c.,  sent  pre- 
paid, by  mail  to  any  address  in  the  United 
States  and  Canadas.  It  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  every  Banker,  Merchant  or  Trades- 
man. It  contains  sixty  correct  illustrations  of 
rare  coins,  enumerates  the  selling  price  of 
coin  dealers  for  all  coins  in  good,  fair  or  poor 
conditions,  also  Paper  money,  Colonial,  Con- 
federate and  U.  S,  first  Postal  currency. 

Our  Catalogue  contains  48  pages  of  in- 
teresting descriptions  and  selling  pi  ices  of 
the  following  coins:  Colonial,  Varieties  of 
New  Jersey  Cents,  United  States  Fractional 
Currency,  Confederate,  United  States  Silver 
Dollars,  United  States  Half  Dollars,  United 
States  Quarter  Dollars,  United  States  Twen- 
ty Cent  Pieces,  United  States  Dimes,  United 
States  Half  Dimes,  United  States  Three-Cent 
Pieces,  United  States  Copper  Cents,  United 
States  Copper  Half  Cents,  United  State* 
Proof  Sets,  United  States  Metal  and  Bronze 
Pieces,  Washingtons,  United  States  Pattern 
and  Experimental  Pieces,  United  States 
Copper  Cents,  1793  to  1857  Numismatic  books 
Etc.,  Electrotypes,  Roman  Coins,  Centen- 
nial Medals,  Masonic  Medals,  Miscellaneous 
American  Medals,  Washington  Medals,  Lib- 
ertas  Americana,  Sunday-School  Medals, 
National  Series,  Foreign  Copper  Coins,  Eng- 
lish, English  Colonials,  South  America, 
France,  Miscellaneous,  Colonial  Paper  Mon- 
ey, Continental  Paper  Money, 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Spartansburg,  S.  C. 
Mr  A.  M.  Smith,  I have  a Half  Dollar  1836.  On 
one  able,  Eagle,  over  heart  engraved  in  a ribbon,  E 
Piuribus  Uuura ; on  the  edge  is  lettered,  Fifty  Cents 
or  a Half  Dollar.  What  is  it  worth?  Yours,  J.  K B, 
Friend  J.  K.  B.,  that  U not  what  we  call  Milled  or 
Reeded  or  Unlettered  edge.  The  Half  Dollar  we  de- 
sire, was  the  change  from  the  old  or  above  style,  to 
the  new  design,  like  the  1837  aud  1838  Half  Dollar. 

Selina,  Ala. 


Dear  Sir,  I have  a lot  of  old  coins,  several  of  them 
are  on  vour  list,  but  one  in  particular.  I have  Quar- 
ter Dol’lar  of  1828.  You  offer  from  $25  to  $50,  will 
you  stick  to  it.  Please  answer  soon.  Yours  respect- 
fully, A S.  W.  , 

Our  answer  was  in  letter,  sot  by  postal  card,  al- 
though there  was  no  stamp  enclosed,  it  got  our  own 
immediate  attention,  and  with  our  autograph  signa- 
ture it  read  as  follows:  Mr.  A.  S.  W.,  Dear  Sir.  Send 
vonr  Quarter  Dollar,  1823,  by  express,  C.  0.  D.  $50, 
with  privilege  of  examining  before  paying.  By  the 
time  of  going  to  Press  our  eyes  have  not  glanced  at, 


or  has  our  heart  been  mado  glad  with  that  beloved 
1823,  We  had  promised  ourselves  several  small  lux- 
uries for  it,  we  had  already  sold  at  large  profit,  but 
are  afraid  if  we  don’t  hear  irom  it  soon,  we  shall 
again  be  disappointed  at  a great  loss. 

We  receive  many  postal  cards,  what  will  you  pay 
for  a Half  Dollar  of  1808,  1813,  1818  or  Cent  or  1798, 
or  many  other  coins  that  we  have  no  sale  or  demand 
lor,  we  therefore  state,  first,  we  are  not  over-stocked 
with  stamps  or  postal  cards,  and  our  time  is  money. 

Some  will  write-  Please  answer  by  Better,  even  with- 
out enclosing  a Stamp.  For  mutual  benefit  we  will 
publish  our  prices  below,  for  the  Coins  we  want,  and 
prices  we  will  pay  for  them.  In  a poor  condition  we 
only  want  them  if  rare,  and  cannot  state  the  exact 
price  before  seeing  the  Coin.  Do  not  send  us  any  Coins 
unless  you  find  them  on  the  following  list.  Do  not 
seal  or  gum.  Fold  up,  tie  it  well,  so  it  can  be  exam- 
ined bv  Post-master.  Register  it  as  Third  Class  mat- 
ter, address  A.  M.  SMITH,  72  North  Fourth  Street, 
Philad’a  , Pa.  P.  0.  Box,  1954,  and  aud  we  will  get 
them. 


We  have  daliy  inquiries  what  we  pay  for  old  coins,  what  their  value  is ; we  cannot  tell,  before  seeing  or 

handling  them.  But  this  is  a list  of  what  we  want,  and  no  others  are  desired. 


Dollars— 180-1  $500;  it  must  be  Fine  1794  from  $15 
to  825,00;  1S38,  39,  51,  52,58,  from  SO, 00  to  $12.50;  1S3G 
and  1854,  S3, 00;  1799,  five  Stars  Facing  1855,  50,  SI, 75 

1795,  93,  97,  1800,  1,  2,  3,  53,  57,  SI, 25  cts.  to  $1,50 
1798  Small  Eagle,  13  Stars  S2,00, 15  Stars  S5,00. 

Half  Dollars- 1?96  and  97,  S10  to  $20;  1794, 
1801,  2,  15,  ( 1836,  Milled  or  unlettered  Edge,)  and 
1S52,  SI, 50  to  $2,50  each  ; 1795,  1803-5  f Liberty 
seated;;  51  and  66  without  in  God  Wo  TruLt,  65  cents 
each. 

Quarter  Dollars — 1823,  27,  S25  to  $50  each; 

1796.  1S04,  $1,00  to  $2.00;  1S05, 1806,  over  5, 15,  51,  52, 
SO  to  50  cents  each.  1S53  without  arrow  or  sun  on 
reverse. 

T-urentv  Cent  Pieces — 1877,  78,  proof  $2,00 
each. 

Dimes  1804,  $2,00  to  $5,00;  1796,  97.  98,  1800,  1,  2, 
3.  9,  1 1,  22, 50  cents  for  Good,  $1,25  for  Fine.  1805,  7, 
43,  40  to  75  cents  each. 

Half  Dimas— 1802,  $10  to  S30;  1794,  95,  96,  97, 
1800,  1,  3,  5, 46  from  50  cents  to  SI, 50. 

Three  Cent  Silver — 1855,  63,  64,  65,  66,  67,  68, 
69,  70,  71,  72,  from  10  cents  to  25,  cents  each,  1873, 
50  cts. 

Two  Cent  Pieces  (Copper)— They  must  ho 
new  justliko  they  came  from  the  Mint.  Uncirculated 
1S73,  75  cents,  1872,  10  cents;  all  the  other  dates 
if  bright  and  new  4 cts.  each 

Copper  Cents — 1793,  1799,  1804,  from  $1,00  to 
$19,  according  to  fineness;  1809,  25  cts.  to  $1,00;  1794, 
95,96,1803,6,8,  11,  13,  23;  if  poor  wo  don’t  wish 
them,  Good  to  Fine  from  5 to  25  cts.;  all  other  dates 
of  Copper  cents  if  new  or  uncirculated,  we  will  bay 
and  pay  tho  highest  price.  Nickel  cents  1S5G  $1,00. 

Half  Cent— 1796,  $2,00  to  So, 00;  1793,  50  cts.  to 
SI, 50;  1794,  95,  97,  1802,  11,  from  10  to  40  cts.  each; 
1811  and  36,  40  to  48,  [49;  small  date]  52,  S2.00  each. 
All  other  Half  cents  we  buy  at  large  premiums. 

Colonial  Copper  Coins  (with  the  follow- 
ing inscripti-m  on  one  side  of  each) — Rosa  Ameri- 
cana, 1733;  [God  Preserve  Carolina  and  the  LORD'S 
Proprietors,  1674]  with  13  stars  in  Triangcl,  E.  Piu- 
ribus Unum,  with  Three  Hammers  with  Crowns  on 
1737;  a Horsehead  and  a Plow,  Nova  CAESAREA, 
1785,  86.  87,  88;  an  Eyo  surrounded  by  Sun  and  Stars 
NOVA  Constelatio,  Godess  of  Liberty,  seated  INDE, 
ET  Lib  Man's  Head,  Vermon  Auctori,  or  Auetori 
Connect.  We  buy  any  old  American  Colonial  Cop- 
pers or  Silver  Coins. 

Answer  ii y Mail.  When  you  fail  to  get  an  early 
answer  from  us,  consider  the  following,  as  tho 
reason!  We  do  not  answer  unless  we  think  it  is  to 
our  interest,  postal  cards,  or  letters  without  three 
ct.  stamp  enclosed;  for  postage  our  time,  is  money. 
Please  write  your  address  plain,  don’t  forget  your 
town,  county" and  state.  We  will  not  send  this  list 
by  mail  unless  you  send  us  a three  cent  stamp. 

Our  new  Illustrated  Coin  Catalogue  is  now  out, 
it  has  tho  illustration  of  all  the  Rare  Colonial  Coins 
of  America,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Virginia  Louisiana,  and 


many  others.  It  tells  the  selling  price  of  rare  Amer- 
ican "and  Foreign  copper  and  silver  cuius.r  It  will  givo 
you  iuformatiou  regarding  to  rare  coins,  it  will  savo 
you  many  times  tho  price  of  it.  It  is  interesting, 
instructive  information  for  young  aud  old.  No  ono 
that  handles  money  should  do  without  it.  Price  25 
cents.  To  make  a rubbing  of  a coin,  fold  it  in  thin, 
paper,  rub  it  with  the  but  t end  of  load  pencil.  Wan 
buy  Foreign  Postage  Stamps. 

Pries  of  Confederate  Notes,  1861 

$1000  Montgomery;  heads  of  J.  C,  Calhoun  4 A 
Jackson,  National  Bank  Note  Co.,— letters  A and  B 
$5,00.— $500  Montgomery;  j]rural  scene.  National  ha- 
ters A and  B,  $10.00  — $100  Mont,  train  of  cars,  Na- 
tional, A B,  $2,00. — $.70  Montg.  negroo  hoeing,  Na- 
tional, A B,  S3  00. — $100  Richmond,  train  of  cars. 
Southern  Bank  Note  Co.,  letters  A and  B SI, 00—  $50 
Richmond,  2 females.  Southern,  A II  $1.00— July  25, 
1861.  $100  Female  on  deer,  $2.50  Two  Females  resting 
on  shield  ABC;  50  cts, — Five  across  loft  end,  Man- 
ronvier  F G II  I,  $159.  Head  of  Stevens,  “Twenty” 
aud  XX  in  green,  WXYZ.25  cts.— $20  Three  females 
20  in  green.  A,  53  cts.  $20  Female  kneeling,  globe  and 
ship,  A “A”  $1.00.  We  buy  other  notes  of  1861-62 
Also  Confederate  bonds,  5 cts.  each. 

1851.  LOCAL  POST  OFFICE  STAMPS. 

Issued  by  Confederate  postmasters  in  different 
towns  prior  to  the  authorized  issue.  These  aro 
more  valuable  when  preserved  on  the  original  en- 
velope. Wo  will  pay  $1.00  each  for  the  following 
stamps,  Athens,  Georgia;  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana; 
Charleston,  South  Carolina;  Columbia.  South  Caro- 
lina, Fredericksburg,  Virginia;  Greenville,  Alabama; 
Jackson,  Mississippi;  Kingston,  Mississippi;  Knox- 
ville, Tennessee;  Livingston,  Alabama;  Macon,  Geor- 
gia; Madison,  Florida;  Marion,  Virginia;  Mobile, 
Alabama;  Nashville,  Tennessee;  Green,  PetersDurg, 
Virginia;  Pittsylvania,  Virginia;  Pleasant  Shade, 
Virginia;  Linggold,  Georgia;  Lhcatown,  Tennessee; 
Uniontown  and  many  other  local  stamps  of  all  cities 
in  the  Union,  issued  by  private  city  post  or  express 
companies.  United  States  stamps,  used  or  not  used, 
war,  navy,  treasury,  post  office,  agricultural  and  in- 
terior department, broken  bank  hills,  Foreigu  copper 
coins  wo  buy  at  discount.  Remember,  we  answer 
no  correspondence  unless  stamp  is  enclosed. 

W \NTED  . — New  postage  currency  with  per- 
forated edges,  red  hack  currency  on  split  paper,  15 
cent  notes,  with  Sherman  and  Grant  on;  shield 
with  currency  on.  made  hy  the  Government. 

Most  all  on  this  list  we  can  furnish  on  a small 
premium  above  what  we  pay.  Our  illustrated  cata- 
logue will  tell  what  we  have  to  sell,  and  our  prices, 
no  business  man  should  bo  without  it.  Price,  25  cts. 
. All  money  sent  to  us  must  he  in  registered  letter 
or  post  office  order.  Coin  can  bo  sent  as  third-class 
matter,  at  one  cent  per  ounce;  10  cents  extra  for 
registering.  Third-class  must  not  he  sealed,  but  tied 
so  it  can  >e  examined. 
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UNITED  STATES  COUNTERFEIT  BANK  NOTES. 


TWO  DOLLARS. 

Refuse  Letter. 


Tremont  National  Bank,  Boston,  Mass.  A 

Nat’l  Union  Bk,  Kiuderhook,  N.  Y.  A 

Nat’l  Union  Bk,  Linderpark,  N.  Y.  A 

Lynn  Park  Nat'l  Bk.  Lynn  Park.  N.  Y.  A 

Nat  1 Bk  of  Rhode  Island,  Newport,  R.  I.  A 

Newport  Nat'l  Bk,  Newport,  R.  I.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  New  York  City.  A 

Marine  Natl  Bk,  New  York  City.  A 

Market  Natl  Bk,  New  York  City.  A 

Natl  Bk  of  the  State  of  New  York.  N.  Y.  City.  A 
Natl  Shoe  and  Leather  Bk,  New  York  City.  A 
Ninth  Natl  Bk,  New  York  City.  A 

St.  Nicholas  Natl  Bk,  New  York  City.  A 

Union  Natl  Bk,  New  York  City.  A 

Westchester  County  Natl  Bk,  Peekskill,  N.  Y.  A 
Sixth  Natl  Bk,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  Providence,  R.  I.  A 


FIVE  DOLLARS. 

Manufacturers’  Nat’l  Bank,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.  B 


First  Natl  Bk,  Aurora.  111.  A 

Globe  Natl  Bk,  Boston,  Mass.  C 

First  Natl  Blc,  Canton,  111.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  Cecil,  III.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  Chicago,  111.  A 

Central  Natl  Bk,  Chicago,  111.  A 

German  Natl  Bk,  Chicago,  111.  A 

Merchants’  Natl  Bk,  Chicago,  111.  A 

Natl  Bk  of  Illinois,  Chicago,  111.  A 

Traders*  Natl  Bk,  Chicago,  111.  A 

Union  Natl  Bk,  Chicago,  111  A 

Dedham  Natl  Bk,  Dedham,  Mass.  B 

Pocasset  Natl  Bk,  Falls  River,  Mass.  A 

First  Natl  Bk.  Galena,  111.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  Hanover,  Pa.  D 

People’s  Natl  Bk,  Jackson.  Mich.  D 

Jewett  City  Nall  Bk,  Jewett  City,  Conn.  B 

Merchants’  Natl  Bk,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  C 

First  Natl  Bk,  Northampton,  Mass.  C 

Natl  Bk  of  Pawling,  Pawling,  N.  Y.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  Paxton  111.  A 

First  Na’l  Bk,  Peru,  111.  A 

Fort  Stanwlx  Natl  Bk,  Rome.  N.  Y.  B 

Southhridge,  Natl  Bk,  South  bridge,  Mass.  A 

First  Natl  I’.k,  Tamaqua,  Pa.  B 

Farmers’  National  Bk.  Virginia,  111.  A 

Hampden  Nail  Bk.  Westfield,  Mass,  C 

National  Bank  of  Troy,  N.  Y. 


TEN  DOLLARS 

Albany  City  Nall  Bk,  Albany,  N.  Y.  A 

Auburn  City  Natl  Bk,  Auburn,  N.  Y.  A 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics’  Natl  Bk, Buffalo, N.Y.  A 
Lafayette  Natl  Bk,  Lafayette,  Ind.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  Lockport,  N.  Y.  A 


TEN  DOLLARS 

Refuse  Letter 


Muneie  Natl  Bk,  Mnncie,  Ind.  * A 

Highland  Natl  Bk,  Newburgh.  N.  Y.  A 

American  Natl  Bk,  New  York,  N.  Y.  A 

Croton  Natl  Bk,  New  York,  N.  Y.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  New  York,  N.  Y.  A 

Marine  Natl  Bk,  New  York,  N,  Y.  A 

Market  Natl  Bk,  New  York,  N.Y.  A 

Mechanics’  Natl  Blc,  Now  York,  N.  Y.  A 

Merchants's  Natl  Bk,  New  York.  N.  Y.  A 

Natl  Bk  ol  Commerce,  New  York,  N.  Y.  A 

Natl  Bk  of  the  State  of  New  York,  New  York.  A 
Uuion  Natl  P.k,  New  York,  N.  Y.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  B 

Third  Natl  Bk,  Philadelphia.  Pa.  B 

Farmers’  and  ManuPrs’  Natl  Bk.  Pou’keepsie,  A 
First  Natl  Bk,  Pou’keepsie,  N.  Y.  A 

City  Natl  Bk,  Pou’keepsio,  N.  Y.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  Bed  Hook,  N.  Y.  A 

Richmond  Natl  Bk,  Richmond.  Ind.  A 

Flour  City  Natl  Bk,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  A 

Central  Natl  Bk,  Romo,  N.  Y.  A 

Syracuse  Natl  Bk,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  A 

Mutual  Natl  Bk,  Troy,  N.  Y.  A 

Saratoga  County  Nati  Bk,  Waterford,  N.  Y.  A 

TWENTY  DOLLARS 

First  National  Bank,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  A 

Fourth  Natl  13k,  New  York.  A 

Market  Natl  Bk,  New  York.  B 

Mechanics’  Natl  13k,  New  York.  B 

Merchants’  Natl  Bk,  New  York.  B 

National  Bk  of  Commerce,  Now  York.  B 

NatlShoe  and  Leather  Bk,  New  York.  B 

Tradesmen’s  Natl  Bk,  New  York.  B 

Fourth  Natl  13k,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  A 

First  Natl  Bk,  Portland,  Conn.  A 

( ’ity  Natl  Bk,  Utica,  N.  Y.  B 

Oncdia  Natl  Ilk,  Utica,  N.  Y.  B 

FIFTY  DOLLARS 

Third  National  Bank,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  A 

Central  Nat’l  Bk,  New  York.  A 

Metropolitan  Nat’l  I3k,  New  York.  A and  C 

Nat’l  Bk  of  Commerce, New-  Y ork.  C 

National  Broadway  Bank,  New  York  A an!  C 
Tradesmen’s  National  Bank,  New  York.  A and  D 
Union  National  Bank,  New  York, 

ONE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS 

First  National  Bank,  Boston,  Mass.  A 

Nat’l  Revere  Bank,  Boston,  Mass.  A 

Ohio  Nat’l  Bank,  Cincinnati,  O.  A 

Merchants’  Nat’l  Bk,  New  Bedlord,  Maas.  A 

Central  Nat’l  Bk,  Now  York.  A 

Pittsfield  Nat’l  Bank,  Pittsfield,  Mass.  A 

Second  Nat’l  Bk,  Wilkesborre,  Pa.  A 


All  S5  U.  S.  Treasury  Notes,  Series  of  187S,  signed 
by  John  Allison,  Register, and  JamesGiifilien, Treas- 
urer, are  Genuine.  Counterfeits  on  this  issue,  lately 
reported,  vary  from  t he  above 

TREASURY  NOTES.  SERIES  1875. 


Sot  Counterfeited. 

8 1 00,  Vignette,  Washington. 

2 00,  “ U.  S.  Capital. 

10  Oo,  11  Daniel  Webster. 

50  00,  “ Benjamin  Franklin. 

100  00,  “ Abraham  Lincoln. 

500  00,  “ General  Mansfield. 

1000  00,  “ Governor  Dewiit  CJlnton. 

All  the  U.  S.  Treasury  notes,  printed  on  (Fibre} 
Paper,  can  mostly  lie  taken  with  safety,  if  the  dark 
particles  of  tne  fibre  can  be  seen  or  taken  out.  The 
paper  lias  never  been  successfully  imitated,  yet  there 
are  imitations  printed  and  tinted  green,  to  imitate  the 
genuine.  Can  easily  bo  discovered  by  our  Microscope. 

I ’<  lUNTEKF KIT  $5  GOLD.  The  worst  of  all,  was 
shown  us  by  John  S.  Dye,  Proprietor  of  the  Govern- 
inen  Counterfeit  Detector,  a 85  Gold  piece.  It  has 
the  right  sound,  exact  in  weight  and  size,  very  finely 
executed,  Gold  plated,  of  the  dates,  181),  ls)7,  1875. 

These  pieces  are  the  product  of  a Company  which 
oxeeiiii  s jts  work  in  ships  at  sea,  originally  off  the 
Hpatii'h  Coast.  Tile  Composition  of  the  pieces  Is  an 
is  an  alloy  of  platinum  and  silver,  heavily  gilded. 
French  and  English  Coin  Is  also  Imitated  by  the  same 


parties.  The  Diameter  of  the  Half  Eagle  is  exact, 
the  thickness  13  thousandths  of  an  inch  Instead  of  46 
thousandths  as  In  the  genuine.  They  vary  in  weight 
from  one  grain  light  to  those  one  grain  heavy. 

These  weights  and  measurements  are  practically 
useless  to  the  public.  Observe  the  dates  of  gold  coin. 
The  Counterfeits  of  this  kind  are  off'  color,  having 
somewhat  the  pale  orange  tinge  of  virgin  gold. 

NEW  PHOTO  COUNTERFEITS. 

81  National  Eagle  Bank,  of  Boston,  Mass.  Letter  A- 
Dated  July,  1,1865.  Red  number  painted  on  the  bill 
bv  hand  82  Legal  Tender  Note,  Series  of  1875.  l’or’t 
or  Jefferson,  Letter  D.  Treasury  Number  8347504. 
85  PdCiflO  National  Bank,  Boston,  Mass.  Charter 
Number  2373.  Letter  It.  Series  of  1876. 

CANADA  ( ’Ol INTER FEITS. 

82  Bank  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  Charlottetown, 
P.  H.  I.  810  Merchants’  Bank  of  Halifax.  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia, 

SILVER  COUNTERFEITS. 

Since  Silver  lias  made  its  re-appearance,  it  has  In- 
duced many  to  counterfeit,  from  the  Dollar  down  to 
the  Dime.  In  all  pttrts  of  the  U S.  it  is  mostly  cast 
in  common  Type  Metal,  in  moulds  of  plaster  Paris 
We  have  seen  none  of  late  dates  struck  from  dies, 
those  east  call  easily  he  detected  by  the  ring  arid 
weight.  If  long  in  use  by  its  blueish  appearance,  hut 
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cases  by  bad  imperfect  milling  around  the  edge.  Use 
the  Silver  scale  for  size  and  weight.  There  is  an  acid 
test  but  cannot  be  depended  on  where  the  piece  is 
heavily  Silver  plated,  unless  you  scratch  the  piece, 
before  applying  the  acid.  You  can  get  it  from  your 
Druggist.  Use  a glass  stopper. 

12  Graius  of  Nitrate,  in  crystals 
8 “ “ Nitric  Acid, 

% ounce  of  Water. 

We  only  recommend  this  for  Banks,  as  it  is  poison, 
aud  will  burn  Books,  Hands,  Clothes  or  whatever  it 
comes  in  contact  with,  and  should  not  be  kept  where 
Children  can  get  at  it.  Therefore  it  would  be  better 
to  take  fifty  counterfeit  Silver  coins,  than  have  an 
accident  in  the  family.  Tellers  or  Cashiers  in  Banks, 
need  not  all  these  hints,  or  none  of  them,  but  all  are 
not  experts.  For,  the  want  of  right  sound  or  ring 
does  not  decide  it  to  he  counterfeit  , a split  or  defect  in 
planehet  before  being  pressed,  will  cause  it.  Compare 
it  with  a genuine  by  weight,  fine  milling,  and  under 
a Microscope,  aud  by  right  thickness,  it  there  is  no 
difference  found,  we  will  take  a few  at  their  face  Val- 
ue. The  best  cure  we  have  known,  to  prevent  from 
being  imposed  on  too  often,  wlieu  you  get  a counter- 
feit coin,  punch  a hole  in  it,  attach  it  to  a wire  and 
hang  it  up,  so  it  can  be  examined  by  all;  it  will  act 
as  a Scare-crow  to  both  the  passer  and  the  taker,  as 
one  is  shy,  and  it  keeps  the  other  on  the  look-out. 

TO  COIN  DEALERS. 

For  the  want  of  space  in  this,  our  first  number,  we 
beg  you  to  excuse  us  for  omitting  the  report  of  late 
Coin"  Sales.  It  shall  not  he  omitted  in  future.  If  you 
send  us  a Priced  Catalogue  after  the  sale,  and  if  you 
wish  us  to  give  notice  of  sale,  we  shall  be  pleased  to 
insert  same  at  Fifteen  cents  per  line.  Send  along 
your  notice;  no  other  Advertisement  taken. 

TO  OUR  CONTRIBUTORS. 

We  will  pay  well  for  Numismatic  articles  of  inter- 
est, not  dry  nor  too  long.  To  those  having  any 
late  Dangerous  Counterfeit  that  would  lend  them  to 
us  for  a few  days,  so  that  we  can  get  them  Pboto- 
typed,  and  describe  them  in  our  next  number,  we 
will  pay  all  expenses  of  registering,  and  return  them 
in  a short  time.  Our  object  is  to  make  this  periodical 
the  best  of  its  kind,  and  to  carryout  what  we  promise. 

This  year  we  conic  Quarterly;  next,  year  bi-Month- 
ly,  6 times  a year.  Now  we  ask  the  kind  Reader’s 
assistance  to  subscribe,  if  you  will  not  for  one  year 
at  Fifty  cents,  then  for  our  next  number,  Fifteen 
cents  only.  If  not  for  yourself,  for  your  Children. 
If  this  don’t  bring  you,  please  give  this  number  to 
one  that  will  subscribe. 

HOW  CAN  WE  DO  IT.? 

Each  subsequent  number  of  our  Guide,  will  cost 
us  Ten  cents , and  we  only  get  Fifty  cents  per  annum. 
The  Phototype  process  is  very  expensive,  the  Paper 
maker.  Printer,  Binder,  all  want  Cash.  But  as  we  do 
not  depend  on  the  Issue  of  this  paper  for  our  bread 
and  butter,  we  do  not  care  to  make  a profit  this  first 
year.  In  fact,  we  are  willing  to  devote  our  spare 
time,  aud  sacrifice  a few  hundred  dollars  besides,  to 
make  our  publication  a success.  In  after  years  we 
may  reap,  from  what  we  have  sown. 

REDEMPTION  OF  MUTILATED  TREASURY 
NOTES  AND  CURRENCY.. 

All  mutilated  United  States  Notes  and  Currency, 
are  redeemed  according  to  the  degree  of  mutilation. 
A Note  with  a certain  portion  of  its  surface  torn  oft', 
is  never  redeemed  at  its  full  value,  but  in  proportion 
to  what  part  is  presented  for  redemption.  National 
Bank  Notes,  will  only  be  redeemed  by  the  Banks  of 
issue  We  will  buy  all  above 

EVERYBODY  SHOULD  READ 
Heath’s  Infallible  Counterfeit  Detector,  described  on 
Fourth  page  of  Cover.  Those  who  have  it,  and  read 
it.  know  it  is  an  utter  impossibility  to  be  deceived  by 
a counterfeit  bill.  Those  who  had  and  used  it,  know 
it  is  unneceesary  to  have  any  others;  our  own,  we 
are  sorry  to  acknowledge  i»  only  a shadow  of  it.  so 
we  will  copy  from  it,  as  well  as  from  others  that  will 
be  of  interest  to  our  readers,  and  a benefit  to  the 
public. 

SEEING  IS  BELIEVING. 

Those  who  wish  to  see  what  cannot  be  seen  by  the 
naked  eye  alone,  should  read  2nd  page  of  Cover.  No 
intelligent  person  should  be  without  it. 

$1000  and  $30o.  We  have  in  our  collection,  one  of 
each  of  the  above  notes,  Confederate  States  of  America 


Montgomery,  June  2nd,  1861.  They  are  for  sale;  we 
await  an  offer  for  each,  but  we  will  pay  for  the  $1000, 
from  So  to  $10,  lor  the  $500,  from  $7.50  to  812.50,  Fac- 
simile >y  Phototype  almost  as  fine  as  original,  we 
have,  for"  sale  at  Twenty-five  cents  only. 

FOR  THE  WANT  OF  SPACE  in  this  ourSample 
Copy,  we  are  compelled  to  crowd  out  much  valuable 
information  for  Bankers  and  Merchants.  The  U.  S. 
Mint  Scales  to  weigh  coins.  Silver  and  Gold,  from 
$1  to  81000.  They  never  fail  and  save  a great  deal  of 
time. 

The  reason  we  don’t  send  Plato  of  Notes  in  this  first 
number.  We  mail  several  thousand  sample  copies,  the 
cost  would  be  immense,  and  those  to  whom  it  would 
be  of  no  interest  may  receive  it,  and  throw  it  in 
the  waste  basket,  if  "this  number  does  not  interest 
you  enough  tosubscribo  or  send  Fifteen  cents  for  No. 
2.,  please  give  it  to  whom  it  may. 

U.S.  CURRENCY.  We  have  a Shield,  in  Frame 
Specimens  of  Currency,  39  pieces,  all  different,  front 
and  back  ; made,  issued  and  sold  by  the  United  States 
Treasury  Department,  including  all  the  Red  Backs 
and  two'Fifteen  cent  Notes,  with  Grant  and  Sher- 
man Vignettes,  and  autograph  signatures;  fine,  price 
S16.50. 

WANTED.  Articles  on  Coins,  Medals  and  Curi- 
osities, and  especially  to  expose  Counterfeit  Notes  or 
Coins,  and  the  easiest  way  to  detect  them. 

ANECDOTES  of  Bankers,  or  what  has  transpired 
in  connection  with  Banks,  we  give  space  to  above, 
under  the  head  of  Bank  Notes.  Send  us  one  or  more 
from  each  reader. 

We  have  sent  SAMPLE  COPIES  to  a few,  whom  we 
know  or  suppose  to  be,  the  friends  of  Science  and  Edu- 
cation, and  we  ask  their  support  by  sending  us  one 
year’s  subscription,  including  this’ number. 


PETERSON’S  COUNTERFEIT  DETECTOR  did 
not  make  its  appearance  on  February,  1st.  As  usual 
we  inquired  at  the  office;  we  were  informed  they  did 
not  know  the  reason  of  its  death,  but  they  had  sold 
its  subscription  list.  Well,  it  has  seen  its  days  of 
usefulness.  In  the  days  before  National  Banks, 
it  was  in  its  prime.  A good  companion  of  the 
Bankers  and  Merchants,  and  has  saved  them  Mill- 
ions of  Dollars.  Faithful  servant  rest  in  peace! 
Age  23  years. 


GRANT  MEDAL,  struck  in  the  Municipal  Parade 
December  16th,  in  Philadelphia.  Any  one  sending 
us  3 subscribers  at  Etfty  cents,  will  get  one  Grant 
Medal  extra. 

We  will  give  a large  CENTENNIAL  BRONZE 
MEDAL  in  case,  extra,  for  10  subscribers. 

A POT.TD  SILVER  CENTENNIAL  MEDAL,  in 
case,  weight  and  size  of  a Silver  Dollar;  very  rare 
retail,  sells  at  84.00,  for  20  subscribers.  The  same 
in  Bronze  for  6 subscribers. 

MICROSCOPES  AS  PREMIUMS  (see  pages  2 A 3 of 
Cover)  for  10  subscribers,  we  give  a $2  Microscope,  for 
13  subscribers,  a S2.50  Microscope,  for  15  subscribers  a 
S3  Microscope. 

U.  S.  TREASURY  AND  NATIONAL  BANK 
NOTE  DETECTOR,  as  a Premium  for  12  subscribers, 
the  Pocket  edition,  price  $3.  For  20  subscribers,  the 
Banking  House  edition,  price  $5.  See  4th  page  cover 

Address  A.  M.  SMITH, 

72  North  Fourth  Street, 

P.  O.  Box,  1954.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

WILLIAM  PENN  CHARTER,  given 
by  King  Charles  II,  (see  plate)  size  of  the 
original,  but  an  exact  fac-simile,  by  Photo- 
type, issued  and  complete  on  four  plates. 
First  part  beginning  with  this  number,  as  a 
premium  for  Clubs.  For  five  subscribers,  we 
will  give  one  set  of  four  plates,  double  size 
of  front  plate ; and  for  ten  subscribers,  we 
will  give,  one  set  of  four  different  plates,  four 
times  as  large  as  front  plate;  very  fine  and 
attractive  for  framing.  It  should  be  in  every 
family,  as  an  ornament  and  curiosity.  None 
for  sale  at  present. 
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Bankers’  and  Merchants'  Guide. 


Value  of  Gold  and  Silver  of  the  World.  The  highest  price  paid  in  Philadelphia  or 
New  York,  in  U.  S.  Dollars  and  Cents,  on  February  15th,  1880.  Base  Metal  and  Copper 
Coin,  will  not  bring  the  price  at  which  they  are  quoted. 

Corrected  by  A.  M.  SMITH,  72  N.  Fourth  St.,  Philad’a. 


MEXICO. 

Doubloon,  Gold $15.55 

Doulboon  “ 7.77 

20  Pesos,  “ 19.50 

10  “ “ — 9-77 

5 ■<  “ 4.88 

Two  and  one-half  Pesos, 

Oold - 2.41 

One-fourth  Pistole.  Gold...  .97 
Dol.  Mexican  old  and  new  .87 

U Dol.  “ “ “ 

\)  “ “ “ “ .18 

SWITZERLAND. 

Five  Francs,  Silver, $0-9o 

Half  Florin,  “ - .20 

Crown,  “ — -80 

Half  Crown,  •*  40 

Five  Batzen,  “ 09 

Two  Francs.  “ — „ .36 

Twenty  “ 3.65 

BELGIUM. 

Twenty-five  Erancs,  Gold,  $4.77 
Twenty  Francs,  •*  3.82 

Five  Francs,  Silver, 92 

JAPAN. 

One  Yen,  Gold, $0.99 

Twenty  Yen,  Gold, 19.90 

Itzbn,  Silver,  Called  In 33 

10  Sen,  “ 08 

1 Yen,  “ 88 

50  Sen,  *•  .40 

Quarter  Pagoda,  Silver, 35 

Rupee.  “ 43 

Half  Rupee,  “ 21 

Quarter  Rupee,  “ 10 

'SPAIN. 

Doubloon,  Gold $15  50 

One  Pistole  “ 3.75 

Half  “ “ 1.87 

Qunr.  “ “ 90 

Spanish  Soveseign 4.90 

Four  Piasters, Gold, 3.95 

Dollar,  Silver,  old  issue — .85 

“ “ new  ..._  .80 

Plstareen,  Silver, 19 

Half  Plstareen,  Silver .09 

Ten  Reals,  “ 4c 

BRAZIL  AND  PORTUGAL. 

Crown,  Gold,  $5.75 

Moidore'  Gold, 4.75 

960  Reis,  Silver 85 

500  “ “ 20 

Cruzado.  “ 45 

200  Reis.  “ 10 

Milreis,  “ 45 

Double  Moidore,  Gold, 10.50 

Joas,  “ 8.50 

AUSTRIA. 

Quad  nipt  Ducat,  Gold,.. $8.80 

Ducat.  “ 2.20 

Sovereign,  “ 6.75 

Half  Sovereign,  “ 8 37 

Four  Florins,  Silver, 1.60 

One  ••  “ 10 

One  l>  dlar  Specie,  Silver. 85 

Twenty  Kreutzers.  " ...  .15 

CENTRA  I,  AND  SOUTH 
AMERICA. 

Doubloon,  Oold - ..$15.51 

Half  •*  7.77 

Four  Escudos,  Gold, 7 55 

Pistole,  “ 3.75 

Half  Pistole,  “ 1.87 

One-fourth  Pistole,  Gold,  .97 
Eight  Reals.  Silver 87 


One  “ “ 

10 

Guatemala  xx  Pesos, 

. 18.75 

Costa  Rica,  x “ 

8.40 

“ “ 5 “ 1870, 

4.16 

“ “ 5 “ 1876, 

4.06 

“ “ 5 “ 1873, 

4.65 

“ “ Doubloon' 

14.00 

CHILI. 

Doubloon,  Gold 

.$15.54 

Pistole 

. 3.87 

Eight  Reals,  Silver 

. .80 

Two  “ “ 

. .17 

Peso, 

. .82 

Chili,  (Condor]  x Pesos,.. 

..  9 00 

Popayan  Doubloon 

. 15.30 

Columbia  x Pesos, 

. 9 40 

Peru  20  Soles, 

“ Silver  Soles, 

..  .83 

Columbia  xx  Peso,s 

..  18.75 

RUSSIA  AND  POLAND. 

Six  Rubles,  Platiua, 

...$1,60 

Eive  “ Gold, 

Ruble,  Silver, 

...  .60 

One  and  One-half  Ruble, 

Silver, 

...  1.00 

Twenty  Kopecs,  Silver,... 

...  .12 

Fifteen  “ “ 

Ten  “ “ ... 

...  .05 

Five  “ “ ... 

. .03 

Five  Zlot,  1831,  “ .... 

..  .53 

Three  Zlot.  1797  “ ... 

. .16 

HOLLAND. 

Five  Guilders,  Gold, 

Ten  “ “ 

...  3.90 

Ducat,  “ 

...  2.20 

Ducatoon,  Silver, 

..  .90 

Guilder,  “ 

3 Guilders,  “ 

..  1.30 

2'  Centimes  “ 

..  .08 

30  Stivers,  “ 

..  .57 

DENMARK.  NORWAY 

AND 

SWEDEN. 

Twenty  Kroner,  Gold. 

..$5.25 

Ducat,  " 

...  2.20 

Krone.  Silver 

Specie  Dot  , Silver, 

Hicks  Bank  Dollar, 

...  .90 

...  .90 

Kicks  Dollar, 

5.)  Ore, - 

„ .12 

25  “ 

..  .06 

FRANCE. 

Louis  d’or.  Gold,  old 

..$4.65 

Forty  Francs,  Gold,... ..... 

...  7.64 

Twenty  “ “ 

Ten  “ “ 

..  1.91 

live  " “ 

..  .9"» 

Crown,  Silver 

..  .90 

Five  Francs,  

..  .90 

Two  “ " 

..  .34 

One  Franc,  “ 

...  .17 

K “ “ 

..  .04 

Fifty  Centimes, 

Twent r-ti ve  ( Centimes,... 

..  .04 

One-fourth  Crown, 

..  .25 

ITALY. 

Forty  Lire,  Gold.  

..$7.64 

One  Hundred  Fin*,  Gold, 

..19.10 

Five  “ Silvui 

r.  .91 

Two  " “ 

.37 

Two  Doppia,  Gold, 

..  G.2.r> 

Nlnetv-slx  l.lvres,  Gold,.. 

..In. 00 

..  2.00 

Twenty  Grani, Silver, 

. .15 

..  .28 

Scudo,  

..  .85 

Two  Carlins 15 

Five  Paul, 45 

Crown 90 

Five  Francs, 91 

Ten  “ 1.82 

Silver  Lion, 95 

Florin,  Silver - .27 

Ten  Soldi,  Silver 08 

Twenty  Lire,  Gold, 3.82 

Ten  “ “ 1.91 

GERMANY. 

Twenty  Marks,  Gold $4.50 

Quintuple  Ducat,  “ 11.00 

One  “ “ 2.20 

Five  Thalers,  “ 3.85 

Two  and  One-half  Thalers, 

Gold, _....  1.90 

Ten  Thalers,  Gold, 7.80 

Double  Fred  D’or,  Gold 7.80 

Single  “ “ .....  3.90 

Five  Marks,  Silver, 1.10 

Double  Gilder,  “ 70 

Sixth  Thaler,  “ 10 

Thaler,  “ 65 

Twelve.Grotee,  Silver 10 

Florin,  “ 36 

frown,  “ 80 

Thirty  Kreutzers,  Silver, 18 

Twenty  “ “ .15 

Crown  Thaler,  “ 95 

Twenty-fourth  Thaler n2 

1 Mark - 20 

50  Fenige, 10 

20  “ 04 

ENGLAND. 

Gold. 

Five  Sovereigns, §24.10 

Ona  Sovereign, 4.82 

One-half  Sov., 2.41 

One  Guinea, 4 95 

One-half  Guinea, 2.45 

Silver. 

One-half  Crown 50 

“ “ Geo,  II 50 

a ii 

Victoria  Dei  Gratia, 50 

Crown, 1.18 

Shilling 22 

Rank  Token,  Is  6d .25 

Token,  lOd, 10 

Token  . 5d OS 

Union  Token,  6c, 06 

One  Penny, 02 

I-  ; Pence, 03 

•2  Pence, 04 

3 “ 1)5 

4 " .07 

BRITISH  COLONIES. 

Molinr  India  GoM,...- $7,10 

Mohur  East  India  coin 

Gold 7 0S 

One-half  Sovereign 2.43 

Sierre  Leone  Co  Dol., 

Silver ,80 

Three  Gilders, 75 

Rupee,  35 

One-half  Rupee 18 

Two  Annas, 05 

One-eighth  Girder, ..  .03 

One-fourth  M 06 

One-Six  I een  l h Dollar 05 

Canada  half  “ 5 

“ Quarter,  “ 23 

“ Tub  cents  “ OO 


1’  i'  tioH  wishing  to  return  this  sample  copy  to  us,  will  please  MOT  forget  ti>  put  a one  cent 
stamp  on. 


Heath’s  Patent  Adjustable  Microscope,  (continued  from  page  2 of  cover.) 


PRICKS, 

No.  4.  Vest  Pocket  Microscope,  magnifying 
175  times,  with  linen  gauge,  price  $2.00. 
No.  5,  magnifying  200  times,  $2.25.  No.  6, 
magnifying  250  times,  $2  55. 

THE  BANKERS  MICROSCOPE. 

No.  7.  For  examining  Bank  Notes,  En- 
gravings, Photographs,  etc.,  Price  $10  00 

Bankers  Microscope,  to  which  we  particu- 
larly call  the  attention  of  Bankers,  Mer- 
chants and  others  who  have  the  care  and 
handling  of  money. 

This  instrument  is  composed  of  two  double 
convex  lenses,  each  four  inches  in  diameter, 
mounted  on  a light  substantial  frame,  hand- 
somely nickel  plated,  made  entirely  by  hand, 
and  is  of  the  finest  workmanship.  A great 
feature  of  this  Microscope  is  the  large  size  of 
the  lenses,  giving  a field  of  vision  covering 
nearly  the  whole  surface  of  a Bank  Note. 

This  will  be  found  a great  convenience, 
especially  when  a comparison  is  desired  to  be 
made  between  a suspected  note,  with  one 


known  to  be  genuine,  as  both  notes  can  be 
placed  side  by  side  under  the  glass,  and  be 
examined  without  moving  the  instrument. 
One  will  readily  see  the  great  advantage  re- 
sulting therefrom,  especially  in  these  days, 
when  counterfeiting  is  brought  to  such  a de- 
gree of  perfection,  that  it  is  only  by  the 
most  rigid  examination,  that  some  of  the 
spurious  work  can  be  detected.  In  their 
manufacture  we  have  taken  especial  care  to 
have  the  lenses  of  the  finest  quality  and  of 
the  correct  power  for  this  purpose—  the  same 
under  which  Bank  Notes  are  engraved — en- 
larging just  enough  to  plainly  show  the  work, 
at  the  same  time,  not  enough  to  warp  the 
judgment  or  mislead,  enabling  one  beyond  a 
doubt  to  decide  on  the  genuineness  of  the 
work. 

This  Microscope  will  also  be  found  a very 
useful  ornament  for  the  parlor  table,  lor  ex- 
amining Photographs,  Engravings,  Paint- 
ings, etc. 

Address  A.  M.  SMITH, 

P.  O.  Box  1954.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


The  GOVERNMENT  BLUE  BOOK. 

A COMPLETE  HISTORY  OF 

THE  LIVES  OF  ALL  THE  GREAT  COUNTERFEITERS,  CRIM- 
INAL ENGRAVERS  AND  PLATE  PRINTERS. 

By  John  S.  Dye,  of  the  Government  Counterfeit  Detector. 


Containing  full  details  of  their  various  op- 
erations and  style  of  work,  with  an  account 
of  all  the  plates  engraved  or  worked  bv  them. 
The  whole  being  carefully  compiled  from 
Official  Documents,  furnished  for  the  pur- 
pose to  John  S.  Dye  from  the  archives  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department,  and 
from  other  Authentic  Records,  giving  also 
the  result  of  an  extensive  official  experience, 
beside  diligent  original  research  by  the  au- 
thor. 

One  hundred  and  twelve  pages,  8 vo.,  il- 
lustrated with  sixteen  life-like  portraits  of 
Henry  C.  Cole,  Jacob  Ott,  Charles  F.  Ulrich, 
Thomas  Ballard,  John  Peter  McCartney, 
Mrs  Martha  A.  McCartney,  Dr.  Lewis  H. 
Mason,  Miles  Ogle,  William  Rhodes  John- 


Any one  sending  us  One  Dollar  for  two  subscribers, 
will  get  either  of  the  following  two  Medals,  extra' 
DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE  MEDAL- 
Obverse:  View  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  copied  alter  the  wellk  nown  painting. 
Upon  the  reverse,  the  legend  ; “In  commemoration 
cf  the  Centennial  of  Colonial  Independence,  1876.” 
Diameter,  27.  Price,  in  White  metal, -Fifty  cents. 

THE  WASHINGTON  “LITTLE  HATCHET” 
MEDAL.  The  Great  Moral  Medal.  This  Medal  is 
designed  to  illustrate  in  the  most  sinking  and  forci- 
ble manner,  the  mighty  power  of  truth — the  boy  who 
“could  not  tell  a lie,”  becoming  the  greatest  and  best 
of  men,  and  the  most  revered  of  his  countrymen. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  the  Medal  is  portrayed  the 
incident  thus  recorded  by  Weems,  in  his  “Life  of 
Washington:”  George  often  amused  himself  in  the 
garden,  by  hacking  his  mother’s  pea-sticks.  One 
day,  he  unluckily  tried  his  hatchet  on  a beautiful 
English  cherry  tree.  On  his  father’s  discovering  the 


ston,  John  Ogle,  Ben  Boyd,  Nelson  Driggs, 
Frederick  Biebuscli,  Irvine  White,  Henry 
T.  Condron,  and  Charles  T.  Condron. 

Besides  original  views  of  the  Federal 
Capitol,  Treasury  Building  and  that  of  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  at  Wash- 
ington D.  C.,  the  United  States  Mint  at  Phil- 
adelphia and  of  noted  places  referred  to  in 
the  text. 

For  specimens  of  this  valuable  publica- 
tion, see  pages  13,  14  and  15  of  this  number. 

Price  Fifty  cents,  free  by  mail.  For  Sale 
by  A.  M.  SMITH, 

72  N.  Fourth  St.  Philad’a.,  Pa. 
P.  O.  Box  1954. 


tree  had  been  chopped  down,  he  inquired  with  much 
warmth  who  did  it.  No  one  knew.  Presently  George 
and  his  hatchet  made  their  appearance.  “George,’’ 
said  his  father,  “do  you  know  who  killed  that  beau- 
tiful chei  ry  tree?  ” This  was  a tough  question  , and 
George  staggered  under  it  for  a moment,  but  quickly 
recovered  himself  and  looking  up  at.  his  father — his 
face  brightening  with  the  all-conquering  power  of 
truth — he  bravely  cried  out,  “ I can’t  tell  a lie,  pa; 
you  know  I can’t  tell  a lie  ; 1 cut  it  with  my  little 
hatchet.” 

On  the  obverse  side  ofthe  Medal  is  a portrait  Of 
the  great  man,  encircled  by  a wreath  of  laurel. 

The  Medals  are  made  of  different  kinds  of  wood — 
Cherry,  Holly,  Walnut,  Ac.  The  oddity  of  design; 
its  artistic  excellence;  and  the  beauty,  and  novelty, 
make  them  sell  readily ; while  the  moral  lesson  con- 
veyd,  will  prompt  every  father  to  put  one  in  the 
hands  of  his  boy.  Extra  Premium  for  2 subscribers. 

Retail  price,  Fifty  Cents. 


Heath’s  United  States  Treasury  and 
Bank  Note  Detector. 


We  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  Ban- 
kers, Merchants,  and  others,  who  have  the 
care  and  handling  of  money,  to  this  valuable 
work  ; recently  issued  by  authority  from  the 
U.  S.  Treasury  Department,  and  is  the  only 
reliable  Text  Book  for  the  student  who 
desires  to  become  an  expert  in  the  art  of  de- 
tecting, at  sight,  counterfeit  Bank  and  Treas-- 
nry  Notes;  in  short  it  is  the  only  reliable  aid 
by  which  one  can  educate  himself  so  as  to 
become  a thorough  judge  of  GENUINE  work; 
when  he  has  obtained  this  knowledge  he 
will  never  be  lured  into  taking  a counterfeit 
Bank  or  Treasury  Note. 

A new  set  of  plates,  both  United  States 
and  National  Bank  Notes,  from  the  original 
dies  engraved  at  the  United  States  Treasury 
Department,  have  been  made  exprfissly  for 
this  work,  which  we  have  the  sole  right  to 
use. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  fact,  that  to  acquire 
a correct  knowledge  of  the  art  of  detecting 
counterfeit  notes,  at  sight,  a thorough  un- 
derstanding of  the  principles  of  engraving 
is  absolutely  necessary  as  well  ns  the  process 
of  making  bank  note  plates  and  printing 
the  notes.  , 

It  is  impossible  for  one  to  retain  in  their 
minds  all  the  various  issues  and  their  pecu- 
liarities, and  furthermore  new  Counterfeits 
are  liable  to  be  issued  at  any  moment;  many 
that  have  already  been  issued  are  exact  fac- 
similes of  the  genuine  which  proves  that  it 
is  useless  to  be  guided  by  discrepancies.  The 
heads  of  banks  and  banking  houses  will  gen- 
eral I v sav,  oh ! we  don’t  need  a copy  of  that 
work,  we'  know  all  this  now;  granted  that 
you  do,  but,  how  are  the  young  men,  who 
are  continually  coming  into  your  banks,  to 
take  the  places  of  those  who  are  to  be  pro- 
moted or  removed  for  some  cause,  to  acquire 
this  knowledge? 

There  is  no  other  source  from  which  they 
can  acquire,  in  such  short  time,  so  full  anil 
complete  knowledge  of  the  art  and  process 
of  Bank  Note  Engraving,  making  them  thor- 
ough judges  of  genuine  work  and  an  expert 
in  the  art  of  detecting,  at  sight,  Counterfeit 
Bank  Notes,  and  we  are  convinced  that  it  is 
your  duty  to  have  a copy  in  your  Bank  or 
Counting  House  for  the  use  of  those,  in  your 
employ,  who  may  desire  knowledge  in  this 
direction. 

the  illustrations. 

This  work  contains  eleven  full  page  illus- 
trations of  two-thirds  of  the  note  (left  end), 
i.l  all  the  different  denominations  issued, 
from  $ l to  1 1,000,  inclusive,  and  the  hacks 
of  the  National  Bank  Notes,  exhibiting  the 
most  beautiful  designs  and  work  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

THE  ORDER  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 

The  text  is  divided  and  nrianged  in  chap- 
ters, and  to  facilitate  matters,  and  save corn- 


j plication,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  com- 
pare either  genuineor  counterfeit  Bank  Notos 
with  the  plates  in  the  Detector,  we  have 
caused  to  be  represented  on  the  same  ; ag  • 
the  Greenback  and  National  Bank  Note  of 
the  same  denomination. 

CONTENTS. 

A few  hints  to  aid  in  detecting  counterfeit 
money,  by  Geo.  \V.  Casilear,  Chief  of  En- 
graving Bureau,  United  States  Treasuav  De- 
partment. 

Chapter  I. — Process  of  Engraving  and 
Printing  Bank  Notes. 

Chapter  II. — Art  of  detecting  Counterfeits, 
with  rules  for  general  guidance. 

Chapter  III. — Genuine  Bank  Notes. 

Chapter  IV. — Counterfeit  Bank  Notes. 

Chapter  V — Altered  Bank  Notes. 

Chapter  VI. — Description  of  U S.  Treas- 
ury and  National  Bank  Notes. 

Chapter  VII. — A brief  description  of  the 
National  Currency  backs.  Eleven  full  page 
illustrations. 

Making  the  most  elegant  and  complete 
work  of  the  kind  ever  before  ottered  to  the 
world,  and  is  worthy  of  a place  in  every  li- 
brary. 

We  have  also  issued  a Pocket  Edition  of 
the  same,  condensing  the  ditterent  chapters 
and  omitting  the  $500  and  $1,000  notes;  this 
is  designed  lor  general  business,  and  is  very 
convenient  to  carry  in  the  pocket  for  those 
who  are  constantly  receiving  money  on  the 
road. 

At  no  time,  during  the  history  of  Treas- 
ury and  National  Bank  Notes  has  the  coun- 
try been  Hooded  with  such  dangerous  coun- 
terfeits as  at  the  present  time  In  fact  the 
entire  series  of  old  Treasury  Notes,  known 
as  greenbacks,  have  been  counterfeited 
and  thrown  upon  the  market;  the  recent  ap- 
pearance of  the  dangerous  $1,000  counterfeit 
completing  the  list. 

In  addition  to  this,  when  we  take  into  con- 
sideration that  National  Bank  Notes,  of  the 
denominations  of  $500,  $100,  $50,  $20,  $10, 
$5,  and  $2,  have  been  counterfeited,  and 
represented  as  having  been  issued  fiom  one 
or  more  Banks  in  nearly  every  city  in  the 
United  States,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  several 
millions  of  this  spurious  money  is  in  circu- 
lation ; the  arrest  of  Tom  Ballard,  with  all 
his  paraphernalia  for  counterfeiting,  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  over  $200,000  of  counter- 
feit $5’s  on  the  Traders  National  Bnnk  of 
Chicago,  and  from  later  sources  about  $100, 
ODD  additional  on  the  First  National  Banks 
of 'Tnmaqua  and  Hanover,  I ’a.,  is  now  in 
circulation  among  the  business  people. 

Price,  Banking  House  Edition,  $5;  Pock- 
et Edition,  $3. 

A.  M.  SMITH, 

72  N.  Fourth  St.,  Philad’a.,  Pa, 


